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Botanic Gardens - People and Plants for a
Sustainable Future

Key messages

« Human dependence on plants for survival and well-being is total and absolute

* Climate change and biodiversity loss elevate the role of botanic gardens in connecting
people and plants for a sustainable future

* Botanic gardens can learn much from each other in areas such as research and
conservation, education and outreach, and horticulture

* Botanic gardens can achieve more through collaborations among themselves and with
their stakeholders
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8" Global Botanic Gardens Congress

Botanic Gardens - People and Plants for a Sustainable Future
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8" Global Botanic Gardens Congress

Botanic Gardens - People and Plants for a Sustainable Future

Main take-home messages

collaboration enabling resilient urban landscapes

plants are good for our health
communicate it data driven decisions

share ideas and materials responsibly

engage with others

take action step outside of the gardens
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Green and Sustainable Cities

Summary

We need to enable resilience in urban landscapes
o This includes resilience in the species chosen — Climbers etc.
o Always consider climate change — especially if including trees in landscapes

Encourage sharing of skills between experts and local communities

It is imperative to connect inside and outside the garden, go out to the communities

Embrace native plants in urban landscape



Gardens for the future

Summary

We need the future generation of horticulturalists — support is needed for career
progression, mentorship and professional training

Diversify who gardens work with; include landscape architects and designers! Master
plan is a key to success

Collaboration at the heart of all activities and success

Botanic gardens hold knowledge that needs to be shared with nursery industry
o Gardens are bridges between science and society

Practitioner knowledge is crucial

Detailed specimen data and Al models for seed characteristics are needed
Challenges: combining garden functions with research

Clear collection policies and prioritisations are essential

Data driven decision making requires almost continual updating of database functions



Engaging communities

Summary

* More plants go extinct than animals due to illegal trade

* People are motivated in preserving local biodiversity, but they need training how best to
do this

* We need storytelling to create behavioural change

* Volunteer programme

0 Tap into retired scientists!
o Reframe volunteer programmes: “ | volunteer at the Herbarium” to | contribute to conservation

* Witness trees have power, hope and remembrance. Trees can be an anchor, especially in
places that are unstable.

* Inclusion is having a sense of belonging and the freedom to be oneself



Plant Diversity & Conservation

Summary

Data is needed for implementing and developing botanic gardens
Botanic gardens need to cooperate with communities, engage collaborate further

We need data driven strategies with full botanical understanding, and public
involvement for in situ and ex situ conservation

Propagation, translocation, reintroductions
Managing genetic diversity in ex situ collections
Pollen banking and metacollections are solutions already being developed

Seed banking is not only for long term storage but for ecosystem, restoration and
research

Share your protocols! Conservation horticulture is key

Don’t just generate, data use it and share it
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Setting the scene — Opening ceremony
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175 Talks in concurrent sessions




21 Workshops




Amazing food, collaborations and poster sessions
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Inviting new friends into the community
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Gala dinner and announcement of 9GBGC
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Tours around Singapore
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11th International Congress on Education in Botanic Gardens 2025
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9GBGC will be held in Chicago (US) in 2027
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Plant Conservation Action — Click to Join

ERA . Zema GLOBAL TREES

Ecological Restoration Global Conservation "2 | Action for all tree species
Alliance of Botanic Gardens W Consortia '

IPSN

Conifers

Global Tree ' International Plant
Assessment _ Sentinel Network

Dipterocarps Erica Mothofagus

Magnolia Rhododendron



https://www.bgci.org/our-work/networks/era/
https://www.bgci.org/our-work/networks/bgcis-tree-conservation-programme/
https://www.bgci.org/our-work/networks/ipsn/
https://www.bgci.org/our-work/saving-plants/seed-conservation/global-seed-conservation-challenge/
https://www.bgci.org/our-work/networks/global-conservation-consortia-gcc/
https://www.bgci.org/our-work/networks/gta/
https://www.treeconservationfund.org/

Explore, Collaborate and Share

Click to explore

SN
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:[cll] BGCI BGCI BGCI
ET g(ljanzzct Threat GlobalTree GlobalTree
Search Search Search Portal
Update your garden Add your plant/ Exchange_ Check level of Find distribution of Send known conservation
profile seed collections plant material threat of a taxon a tree actions on trees
Climate Assessment Tool Index Seminum
Check suitability of trees in predicted future Annual exchange of seeds

climate scenarios between organisations


https://www.bgci.org/resources/bgci-databases/gardensearch/
https://www.bgci.org/resources/bgci-databases/plantsearch/
https://www.bgci.org/resources/bgci-databases/threatsearch/
https://www.bgci.org/resources/bgci-databases/globaltreesearch/
https://www.bgci.org/resources/bgci-databases/globaltree-portal/
https://www.bgci.org/resources/bgci-databases/plantconnect/
https://www.bgci.org/resources/bgci-hosted-data-tools/climate-assessment-tool/
https://www.bgci.org/resources/bgci-hosted-data-tools/index-seminum/

Other available resources

Global Botanic Online Training Accreditation Post your
Garden Fund courses Scheme News with us!

. Journal of Botanic Gardens Conservation International 3C h - l -
.' BGCI Technical Review
EDUCATIONAL REVIEW
The susceptibility of botanic gardens, and their
VOLUME 19, NUMBER 1 -
R R R APRIL 2022 responses, to natural and man-made disasters

28


https://www.bgci.org/our-work/sharing-knowledge-and-resources/global-botanic-garden-fund/
https://www.bgci.org/our-work/sharing-knowledge-and-resources/training-and-capacity-building/
https://www.bgci.org/our-work/sharing-knowledge-and-resources/bgci-accreditation-scheme/
https://www.bgci.org/news/
https://www.bgci.org/resources/bgci-tools-and-resources/bgjournal/
https://www.bgci.org/resources/bgci-tools-and-resources/roots/
https://www.bgci.org/resources/bgci-tools-and-resources/bgci-technical-reviews/

Sponsors — Thank you
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