BE AWARE!

Phantasma scale - Fiorinia phantasma

The Phantasma scale is an armored scale
insect native to the Asian-Pacific region,
but has spread to other parts of the world,
including North America and the
Caribbean.

Fiorinia phantasma (FIORCO)

It primarily affects ornamental and
fruit trees, with a particular
preference for palm species.

Adult female remain stationary and
produce 1st Instars called crawlers,
which are mobile and can spread to
new plants. Crawlers can be carried
by wind, animals or contaminated
plant material and gardening tools.
Adult males are winged and mobile
but short-lived and do not feed.

Old Females Inside 2nd Instar Exuviae

1. Transparent with Longitudinal Ridge

2. Transparent without Longitudinal Ridge
3. Body with Transverse Red-Brown Stripes
4. Entirely Darkish Red Body
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HOW TO RECOGNISE IT ?

2. SYMPTOMS ON PLANTS
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PREVENTION

1.Quarantine: Implement strict quarantine measures to protect
uninfested areas.

2.Responsible sourcing: Source palms and other host plants from
reputable suppliers.

Phantasma scale infestations can cause severe damage to palms
and other host species, leading to reduced photosynthesis,
defoliation and potential death if the plant is left untreated.
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loss of unique specm.nens as \{vell as dlsruptlf)n local ﬁ DETECTION & MANAGEMENT
ecosystems due to declines of native palm populations. ~—O
1.Monitoring: Regularly monitor the collection (especially newly
introduced plants) for early signs of infestation.

Economic impact: This pest poses a serious threat not only
to the palm industry but also to botanic gardens/arboreta
as managing infestations require significant resources
including labour and financial investment in pest control
measures .

2.Removal: Physically remove scales by pruning heavily infested
fronds.

3.Disposal: Dispose of infested plant material properly to prevent
further spread.

4.Training: Train garden staff and volunteers to recognise and report
phantasma scale.

5.Reporting: Report sightings to local agricultural or environmental
authorities.
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https://florida-environmental.com/phantasma-scale/
https://academic.oup.com/jipm/article/12/1/33/6366163

