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Our digital platform:

* New education tools in a changing world
* Inexpensive and low tech
* Connecting education with science
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The Bat Pitcher Plant
Nepenthes hemsleyana

This plant’s slender pitchers lack the fragrance and copious
nectar produced by most pitcher plants, and trap fewer
insects. Remarkably the pitchers of this plant are a home for
woolly bats! This benefits both the bats, which use the
pitchers as a safe roosting site, and the plants, which are
nourished by the bats’ droppings in the nutrient-poor heath
forests where they grow. This species is rare in cultivation,
and is not grown in our collections just yet.




“Tricks, traps and tree shrew toilets’
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THE STRANGEST ~ FIS$RA
PLANT IN THE WORLD? ~ OBSCURA

Genus: Hydnora

Range: Africa, Madagascar, southern Arabia

Hydnora abyssinica bursting through the ground. Photo by Vivienne Williams

Hydnora is a poorly known genus of parasitic plants
which has been described as ‘the strangest plant in the
world’. Little research has been carried out on the
genus and it remains virtually unknown in cultivation.
This ‘vampire’ has no leaves and steals all its food from
the roots of desert shrubs, only emerging above
ground to flower, and can damage infrastructure by
bursting through pavements! Few species are known
to science and some were only discovered recently. As
one of the first parasitic plants to branch from the
flowering plant family tree (phylogeny), Hydnora
shows promise for scientists investigating the
evolutionary origins of parasitism in flowering plants.

Peculiar tooth-like ‘Bait bodies’ (above) produce a foul fragrance to
attract pollinating flies and beetles which enter the underground floral
chamber (below).
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‘'WOWY plants’
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Collaboration
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THE YA-TE-VEO, OR CARNIVOROUS PLANT.
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Key Takeaways

* Challenging perceptions

* Building relevance

* Interdisciplinary

* Multi-media

* Trial-and-error process

* Feedback into research agenda
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ENGAGING PEOPLE WITH PLANTS
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