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Social change

AppleInsider



Social change

Tara Todras -Whitehill , International Rescue Committee
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Climate change



© Planting Fields

Climate change



Daniel I. Dorfman / Pioneer Press
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How can botanic gardens 

stay openñand relevant ñ

in a changing world?
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Social-environmental change

Oxfam East Africa 
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Em Fitzgerald/Geffrye Museum

Botanic gardens: 

Staying relevant

Lynch, B. & S. Telfer (2015). How can botanic gardens grow 
their social role? London, UK, CalousteGulbenkianFoundation



Jessica Johns, Bristol Zoo Gardens

Botanic gardens: 

Staying relevant

Lynch, B. & S. Telfer (2015). How can botanic gardens grow their social role? London, UK, CalousteGulbenkianFoundation



Outcomes

ÅConfidence

ÅConnection to nature

ÅTrust

ÅSocial interactions across different 

backgrounds

Lynch, B. and S. Telfer (2015). How can botanic gardens grow their social role? London, UK, CalousteGulbenkianFoundation.



We wanted to be able to talk about tree conservation and climate change 
but [it became clear] this is not necessarily what these groups want to talk about.

Ben Oliver, Learning and Participation Manager,
Westonbirt, The National Arboretum

Lynch, B. and S. Telfer (2015). How can botanic gardens grow their social role? London, UK, CalousteGulbenkianFoundation.
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Outcomes

ÅMost projects focused on social inclusion, not 

environmental issues. 

ÅThey tended to avoid directly tackling 

ôproblematicõ environmental issues, such as 

climate change. 
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Outcomes

ÅMost projects focused on social inclusion, not 

environmental issues. 

ÅThey tended to avoid directly tackling 

ôproblematicõ environmental issues, such as 

climate change. 

ÅBringing together social andenvironmental 

concerns remains a challenge.

Lynch, B. and S. Telfer (2015). How can botanic gardens grow their social role? London, UK, CalousteGulbenkianFoundation.



Social-

Environmental

Approach

Derewnicka, L. Vergou, A. Moussouri, T.& FernándezRodríguez, A. (2015) Caring for your community: A manual for botanic gardens. London, BGCI

Krasny, M.E. and K.G. Tidball (2015). Civic Ecology: Adaptation and Transformation from the Ground Up. MIT Press.



Civic Ecology Practice
local environmental stewardship actions 

to enhance
green infrastructure 

and 
community well-being 

in cities and other human-dominated 
systems

Krasny, M.E. and K.G. Tidball (2015). Civic Ecology: Adaptation and Transformation from the Ground Up. MIT Press.
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Forest for Life



Rocking the Boat
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A Russ



Social-

Environmental

Approach

Social outcomes

Å Confidence

Å Connection to nature

Å Trust

Å Social interactions across different backgrounds

Conservation



A  Russ

Beliefs about whether oneõs 

actions will achieve their 

individual or group goals.

Built through:

ÅMastery experiences

ÅRole models

ÅSupportive social relations

Civic Ecology / Communities in Nature: 

Social outcomesSelf-efficacy



A Russ

Nature connection

Feeling of being connected

and belonging to the natural 

community

Built through: 

long-term, repeated, sensory 

experiences in nature, 

often with family members

Civic Ecology / Communities in Nature: 

Social outcomes



Rocking the Boat

Sense of place

Feelings of attachment to a place

and meanings attributed to a place.

Built through:

ÅRecreational activities

ÅStewardship

ÅCitizen science and action 

research 

ÅUnstructured time in nature

Civic Ecology / Communities in Nature: 

Social outcomes



Zahra Golshani, Nature Cleaners

Social capital
(trust, social connections)

Trusting relationships and 

cooperation for mutual benefit

Built through:

¶Challenging cooperative 

activities coupled with support 

¶Fairness and open 

communication

¶Community partnerships

Civic Ecology / Communities in Nature: 

Social outcomes


