Global Strategy for Plant Conservation
· Australia welcomes the current consolidated update of the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation (GSPC).  The update is the result of a collaborative effort and is a valuable strategy.
· The updated GSPC takes into account current and emerging policy considerations and adequately represents key strategic priorities in relation to plant conservation. The draft is well structured and clearly outlines a framework for plant conservation activities. It is consistent with the key directions in Australia’s draft revised National Biodiversity Strategy.
· We strongly support the approach to GSPC and emphasize that the targets should be viewed as a flexible framework within which national and/or regional targets may be developed, according to national priorities and capacities, and taking into account differences in plant diversity between countries;”  

· At the national level in Australia, the Council of Heads of Australian Botanic Gardens (CHABG) and the Council of Heads of Australian Herbaria (CHAH) have embraced the principles of the GSPC as a foundation for a national integrated in situ and ex situ plant conservation strategy. For example, these peak bodies have embraced the principles of the GSPC as the foundation for a national Climate Change Adaptation Strategy for Australia’s Botanic Gardens.

· Australia has in place government and non-government bodies working towards GSPC objectives at regional, national and international levels.

· For instance, the NGO Australian Network for Plant Conservation (ANPC) has similarly adopted the GSPC as one of its foundation principles. 

Australia’s Native Vegetation Framework

· for the management and monitoring of Australia's native vegetation (currently under review, and to be completed in 2010). 
· The consultation draft of Australia’s Native Vegetation Framework is a joint initiative of the Australian, state and territory governments. It  outlines a coordinated national approach to native vegetation management and builds on the existing 1999 National Framework to guide policies, programs, legislation and activities related to native vegetation conservation throughout the country. 

· The consultation draft includes measurable, national targets for vegetation conservation.

· While Australia generally supports the targets, we agree with other Parties indicating genetic diversity should have greater focus.  Australia is holding a summit in august 2010 to investigate ways to incorporate means of conserving genetic diversity into the national conservation strategy.

· Australia continues to support the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation (GSPC) and its implementation. 

