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PlantNetwork Conference

Mosses, Ferns and Lichens

in Gardens

 18–20 September 2007

Benmore Botanic Garden, Argyll, PA23 8QU

Moss, liverworts and lichens are often viewed as a problem in gardens, rather than an asset. This conference will look at these plants, as well as ferns, for the horticultural, aesthetic and conservation potential they offer.

The conference will include topics from the specialisation of moss gardens, historical aspects of ferneries and styles of display, to the management of botanic and historic gardens and parkland to improve cryptogamic diversity. Conservation and identification present opportunities to engage public interest.

Benmore boasts a world-famous collection of magnificent conifers, flowering trees and shrubs. Its 150 acres feature some of the tallest trees in Britain. Close by are remnants of Atlantic oakwoods that once followed the Atlantic coastline as far south as Spain and Portugal. These temperate rain forests are especially rich in lower plants.

With more than 60% of the total European bryophyte flora occurring in Britain and Ireland, we have an international responsibility to look after it.

See programme details overleaf

Tours and visits

Benmore Botanic Garden

Atlantic oakwoods

Isle of Bute: Ascog Fernery and Mount Stuart

Booking

Judy Cheney, PlantNetwork Administrator

Tel 01223 763901, jc151@cam.ac.uk

Accommodation has been arranged at special rates at hotels in Dunoon

Supported by the Garfield Weston Foundation

For bursaries towards travel and attendance, see www.hbgbs.org.uk (tel Fiona Dennis: 01737 244 664)
Outline timetable

Tuesday 18 September

At Benmore Botanic Garden (transport provided from Dunoon)

9.30am to 5.30pm: Talks and discussion (see below) and walks to look at habitats for cryptogams in the
                               Botanic Garden, with Peter Baxter, Curator

Transport back to Dunoon, where all will gather at one venue for dinner.

Wednesday 19 September

Field day with visits to Atlantic oakwoods (with Gordon Rothero), and to Ascog Fernery and Mount Stuart on the Isle of Bute (transport provided). Return to Dunoon for Conference Dinner.

Thursday 20 September

At Benmore Botanic Garden (transport provided from Dunoon)

9.30am to 1.00pm: Talks (see below)

Depart after lunch

Talks

(some titles and order of talks to be confirmed)
Tuesday

Chris Cheffings, Joint Nature Conservation Committee

Threatened species and conservation
Sean Edwards, President, British Bryological Society

Moss gardens and publicising bryophytes
Jeff Duckett Queen Mary, University of London: 

Ex situ cultivation of liverworts 
Silvia Pressel, Queen Mary, University of London: 

Ex situ cultivation of mosses
Chris Ellis, Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh

Landscape and habitat management for lichens
Vince Giavarini, ecological consultant specialising in lichens

Encouraging development of lichens on walls, statuesque artefacts and untreated timber structures in gardens

Fred Rumsey, Natural History Museum London

Cryptogams in gardens: threats and opportunities

Alastair Wardlaw, NCCPG collection of British native ferns

Special habitats for British native ferns in cultivation
Wednesday: Field Day 
Visits to Atlantic oakwoods (with Gordon Rothero), and to Ascog Fernery and Mount Stuart on the Isle of Bute. Transport provided.

Thursday

Matthew Jebb, National Botanic Gardens, Glasnevin

Mosses, ferns and lichens in cultivation in Ireland
Jeff Duckett, Queen Mary, University of London

Ex situ cultivation of pteridophytes
James Merryweather

Cryptogams for all: enabling real people to understand and enjoy them

Lindsay Mackinlay, Nature Conservation Advisor, National Trust for Scotland

National Trust for Scotland: challenges in the conservation of ferns, mosses and lichens in our gardens

Iain Parkinson, Conservation and Woodlands Manager, Wakehurst Place, Royal Botanic Gardens Kew

The Francis Rose Reserve: management and engaging the public
Roy Watling

The Heron Wood project: Cryptogamic Sanctuary and Reserve at Dawyck Botanic Garden, Scotland

Engaging public interest: leaflets on courses and exhibitions; and examples of interpretation 

Pictures of fern collections in Britain and Ireland, for discussion on display and engaging public interest.
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	Booking form


	Mosses, Ferns and Lichens in Gardens

18–20 September 2007 at Benmore Botanic Garden


	Name of 

delegate:

	Garden or organisation & address:
	

	Telephone:
	Website:

	Email of delegate: 

	Special dietary requirements, e.g. vegetarian meals
	Do you have any medical conditions of which you would like to make us aware?

	I am (or my institution or garden is) a member of PlantNetwork, or BGEN

I am not yet a member of PlantNetwork – please send me details
	. . .. . . .

. . . . . . . . .

	Conference & accommodation fees include bed and breakfast in hotels in Dunoon on 18 & 19 Sep; all talks and discussion sessions; delegate’s pack; transport between Dunoon and Benmore, and for field day on 19 Sep; entry for garden visits on 19 Sep; dinner on 18 & 19 Sep and lunch on 18, 19 & 20 Sep.
	

	
	Booking received
	

	
	on or before 29 August 2007
	after 29 August 2007
	

	
	PlantNetwork member 
	Non-member 
	PlantNetwork member
	Non-member
	

	Conference with B&B
 on 18 & 19 September
	£295
	335
	325
	365
	£ . . . . . . . . .

	Conference without B&B
	£155
	195
	185
	225
	£ . . . . . . . . .

	Extra B&B on 17 September 2007: £70

For cost of other combinations, please ask

For bursaries, see Historic and Botanic Garden Bursary Scheme: www.hbgbs.org.uk 
	

	Total
	£ . . . . . . . . .

	I enclose a cheque (in £), payable to PlantNetwork, for a total of

Please send me an invoice for a total of

Please send me a receipt

 Signed: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Date: . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
	£ . . . . . . . .

£ . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . .




Please return your completed form to:

Judy Cheney, PlantNetwork Administrator

c/o/ University Computing Service, New Museums Site, Pembroke Street, Cambridge  CB2 3QH

Tel 01223 763901, email  jc151@cam.ac.uk
