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“Cultural diversity, like biological 
diversity, is threatened, and the 
two are often linked.”

New York Botanical Garden



“The human environment 
and the natural 
environment deteriorate 
together”

“The disappearance of a 
culture can be just as 
serious, or even more 
serious, than the 
disappearance of a species 
of plant or animal”

24 May 2015



Islamic Declaration on Global Climate Change

Ecosystems and human cultures are already at risk from 
climate change

We call upon the people of all nations and their leaders to 
prioritize adaptation efforts with appropriate support to…

vulnerable groups, including indigenous peoples

August 2015



Indigenous and local knowledge,
innovations and practices associated with 
plant resources, [are]
maintained or increased, as appropriate, 
to support customary use, sustainable 
livelihoods, local food security and health 
care.











Scotland 2015 Assessment Aichi T-18



Scotland 2017 Assessment



NewStatesman 4 October 2012







Aichi Target 18

…a more targeted process of 
ensuring that Palau’s traditional 
ecological knowledge and 
expressions of culture around 
biodiversity is collected and utilized 
needs to be realized.

















MISSION

Inspiring people – through cultivation, conservation, and 
education – to understand, appreciate, and nurture plants 
and the cultures they sustain.

VISION

A world in which the interdependence of biological and 
cultural diversity is respected, sustained, and celebrated.



Connecting plants and 
peoples for a world of 
diversity, beauty, and 
hope

Cornell Botanic Gardens 
Strategic Plan 2018-2023

Photo here



Pamir Mts., Central Asia 

Standing Rock Reservation, N. Dakota, USA



Community partnerships in 
Madagascar for sustainable 

development and plant 
conservation

Building schools Irrigation for crops

Fruit tree distribution

School gardens

Basket-making Association

Duckling distribution

Agroforestry training

Fish farming

EcoTourism

Photos courtesy of Chris Birkinshaw



Filipina-Americans from the Foundation 

for Filipino Artists in traditional costume

Thai New Years Songkran

Festival 





RECOMMENDATIONS
International research platform to address gaps

• global catalogue of useful plants, TK
• language documentation
• multilevel partnerships

Capacity building
• educational materials, curricula
• toolboxes, case studies
• meaningful & measurable indicators

“Crosswalk” GSPC Targets, Aichi Targets, SDGs Engage botanic gardens, arboreta, natural history 
museums, universities, IPOs, humanities

Assist local communities to preserve LK and TEK
• greater support for on-the-ground initiatives
• biocultural knowledge transmission and 

custodianship
• actions to implement language revitalization
• fair and equitable benefit-sharing

Increase engagement by government partners
• national
• subnational
• Institutes of botany

Sources:  St. Louis Call to Action (2013); Plant Conservation Report 2014; Local Biodiversity Outlooks (2016); Dunn (2018)
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