
BGCI (Botanic Gardens Conservation International)

EDUCATION FACTSHEET

BGCI is the largest professional body that unites botanic gardens across the world. Established in 1987, it links more than 800 botanic gardens in 115 countries. Through its education programmes, BGCI aims to be recognised as a worldwide leader for plant-based education, to promote and encourage conservation and sustainable development of our natural resources. 

Botanic gardens offer unique opportunities for learning. They harbour richly diverse plant collections and are often accessible to considerable numbers of people. This makes them important showcases for ‘nature’. The educational resources of botanic gardens place them in an unrivalled position to demonstrate the importance of plants and our relationship with them. 

At the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development held in Johannesburg, world leaders affirmed the fundamental role of education in sustainable development. The Global Strategy for Plant Conservation also identified education as an essential prerequisite to achieving every one of its targets. Such high level endorsements were instrumental in paving the way for the United Nations to declare 2005-2014 the Decade of Education for Sustainable Development. 

Through its education programme BGCI’s aims to reach botanic garden staff, educators and visitors as well as zoos, museums, aquaria, national parks, schools, universities and policy makers.

BGCI’s education department is responsible for:

· Producing a biannual education review publication called Roots, which contains articles in English, French and Spanish

· Creating policy guidelines, on how to educate people on subjects such as sustainable development. The title Education for Sustainable Development: guidelines for action in botanic gardens was published electronically in 2004

· Promoting education and awareness about plant diversity. BGCI is the facilitating partner for Target 14 of the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation which is concerned with ‘the importance of plant diversity and the needs for its conservation incorporated into communication, educational and public-awareness programmes’
· Creating and maintaining educational materials and resources, from posters and CD Roms to an education website
· Hosting International Congresses on botanic garden education. The next will be held at the University of Oxford’s Botanic Garden in September 2006 entitled ‘The Nature of Success: Success for Nature’ which will address themes such as ‘providing education for all: working with challenging groups’, ‘public awareness of plants’ and ‘achieving sustainability’ as well as looking at current practices

· Running training courses such as the International Diploma Course in Botanic Garden Education – a unique course created by BGCI and the Royal Botanic Gardens Kew.  The next course will be held in September 2006
BGCI’s runs education programmes in Argentina, Brazil, Canada, China, India, Indonesia, Mexico, North America, Russia and the UK:

· BGCI is working with Russian botanic gardens, to equip educators with the skills to educate the public on issues such as sustainable development. This project also includes a web-based eco-kids club to encourage children to get involved in plant conservation 

· In southern India, BGCI is continuing to run and develop a successful training programme. Results to date include the training of over 1,000 teachers in environmental education, the establishment of a herbal farm in a local village and the ban on plastics in Palni town

· In Argentina BGCI has formed a partnership with HSBC and the Argentina Botanic Garden Network (RAJB), launched in March 2004, to support the conservation of indigenous Argentine plant species. The programme provides activities for more than 35,000 children and has created the first National Botanic Garden Day 

· In Indonesia BGCI works with the four botanic gardens to run innovative teacher training programmes, encouraging teachers to use botanic gardens as outdoor classrooms.  Over 114 primary schools in the region are involved in the programme
· In Canada BGCI has been involved in eight education programmes, including a campaign entitled ‘Be aware of the rare’ and funding for ex-situ conservation for ‘at risk’ plant species

· In Brazil BGCI has been working closely with the Brazilian Botanic Garden Network. Through the network, an Environmental Education Commission has been established to encourage Brazil’s 30 botanic gardens to work with local schools and award grants for small projects.


