Declaration from the World Forum on Global Strategy for Plant Conservation (GSPC), Dujiangyan,
Sichuan Province, China

Organizing Committee of the World Forum on Global Strategy for Plant Conservation

China Wild Plant Conservation Association (CWPCA) together with Biodiversity Committee,
Chinese Academy of Sciences, Botanic Gardens Conservation International (BGCl), Global
Partnership for Plant Conservation (GPPC), International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN),
and SEE Foundation organized the 2019 World Forum on Global Strategy for Plant Conservation on
October 28-29, 2019, in Dujiangyan City, Sichuan Province, China. After discussion, participates
agreed on the below declaration.

Summary

As part of the consultation process towards a post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework, and with
the endorsement of the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity, an International Forum
on the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation was held in Dujiangyan, Sichuan Province, China. The
Forum endorsed the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation as the policy framework for plant
conservation action for the countries of the world. They called on the Chinese government, as the
host of the 15" Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (COP 15) to work
with other parties, governments and stakeholders to incorporate the GSPC into the proposed new
post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework. China was congratulated for its work in implementing the
GSPCin China. The Forum also recognized the outstanding leadership being offered by China in
hosting the upcoming CBD COP 15 in 2020 and they called on the Chinese government, and other
Parties, as well as the CBD Secretariat, to play a leadership role for a future post-2020 Global
Strategy for Plant Conservation.

Preamble:

An International Forum on the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation was held from 28-30 October,
2019, in Dujiangyan, Sichuan Province, China, organized by the China Wild Plant Conservation
Association (CWPCA), and co-organized with the Global Partnership for Plant Conservation (GPPC),
Botanic Gardens Conservation International (BGCl), International Union for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN), and the Biodiversity Committee of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, China. The Forum
included invited experts, colleagues and other guests from all over the world and China who
participated in and contributed to the meeting. The World Forum of the Global Strategy for Plant
Conservation was welcomed and endorsed by the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological
Diversity.

The Forum noted that the 15 Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity
(CBD COP15) will be held in China in 2020. It is expected that that conference will establish a global
strategic frame work for biodiversity conservation to be achieved over the next decade,
incorporating global biodiversity conservation targets for the period 2021-2030, within the broader
framework of a vision for the world’s biodiversity up to 2050.

The participants pointed out that the period leading up to the Forum had included an important
meeting held at the Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden in China in January 2019, as well as
stakeholder consultations led by the GPPC and BGCI. The year before the CBD COP 15, the World
Forum on the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation (GSPC) was organized within the context of



international stakeholder consultations on this proposed global biodiversity framework to discuss
and review:

1. The current status on progress in the achievement of plant conservation worldwide, as
guided by the GSPC (2011-2020);

2. Lessons learnt from GSPC implementation, which may inform future priorities and
approaches to plant conservation worldwide;

3. Views, positions and perspectives on the post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework, and,

4. A draft GSPC framework for the post-2020 period, linked to the over-arching global
biodiversity framework.

They also highlighted other important upcoming events when the GSPC could be further developed,
most notably the World Conservation Congress (June 2020).

Statement:

The participants 0f the World Forum on the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation (GSPC),
Dujiangyan, Sichuan Province, China pointed out that plant diversity is of immeasurable value to
humanity, supporting all aspects of life on Earth. They recognized and acknowledged that the
international botanical community, including a vast diversity of governmental and non-
governmental organisations, botanic gardens, universities, museums, protected area managers and
innumerable scientists and other citizens worldwide are undertaking actions that safeguard plant
species and their habitats, including through measures related to conservation, horticulture,
scientific research, promoting sustainability and environmental education.

They expressed their strong support for the development and adoption by the Parties to the
Convention on Biological Diversity of a global plant conservation strategy for the post-2020 period.
They resolved to provide the results of the Forum to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) as
a contribution towards future strategic and action plans of the post-2020 global biodiversity
framework, contributing to the achievement of the 2050 Vision for Biodiversity and the 2030 Agenda
on Sustainable Development and its goals (the SDGs). They noted the importance of plants and their
conservation in helping to address many of the global challenges identified by the SDGs.

Furthermore, they reiterated their strong support for and commitment to the achievement of the
Global Strategy for Plant Conservation (GSPC) under the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)
and emphasized that the continuation of the GSPC, within the context of the CBD, is essential for
continued success in plant conservation at all levels. They highlighted the particular and unique roles
of the botanical community, including botanic gardens and herbaria, in conservation and the
outstanding progress achieved since 2002, supported through the guidance and framework provided
by the GSPC first adopted in that year.

They noted that the CBD had recognized the special importance of plants for sustaining life on earth,
as the basis of most terrestrial ecosystems and their importance for ecosystem services, food
security and for the provision of many other resources for humanity. Therefore, there is a continuing
need to have specific measures adopted to safeguard the tens of thousands of plant species
worldwide that are threatened and to ensure their restoration and recovery by 2050 and so
guarantee that these plants remain available to support future generations.

They also noted their continued support for the CBD and its three objectives and pointed out that
the GSPC has played an essential role in ensuring that the botanical community and other



stakeholders are closely aligned with the CBD, which the renewal of a GSPC framework in the post-
2020 period will continue to sustain and further develop.

They expressed the hope that the GSPC could be increasingly mainstreamed into national
biodiversity frameworks so that it becomes effectively nested into a post-2020 global biodiversity
framework which will be adopted by the world community. In this regard, they suggested that links
between a post-2020 GSPC and the Sustainable Development Goals be explored so that objectives
and actions can be harmonized with the Sustainable Development Agenda, while at the same time
ensuring that effective species conservation measures are amplified in the future. Similarly,
synergies should be explored with complementary Conventions such as the climate change
convention and other biodiversity related conventions. However, care should be taken not to dilute
or lose the species conservation focus of targets of the GSPC, particularly where species have no
immediately demonstrable use to humans, yet of uncontested ecological and intrinsic value.

They pointed out the need for the CBD and its Nagoya Protocol to address the current challenges
and constraints on achieving access to plant material to support urgent conservation, sustainable
use and research needs worldwide.

They requested the Chinese government as the host of COP 15 to work with the CBD Secretariat and
other parties, governments and stakeholders, to explore the development of new financial
mechanisms to support biodiversity conservation. This should include working in collaboration with
the GEF, the GCF and other funding mechanisms, in particular to increase capacity in developing
countries and countries in transition, including island nations.

These botanical leaders also supported the IUCN Species Survival Commission and its Abu Dhabi Call
for Species Conservation Action. in calling for more emphasis on, and resources to support, species
conservation, including the need for species conservation and recovery action plans, the
establishment and effective management of protected areas, greater accountability and
enforcement by Governments and sufficient funding and political support for species conservation.

They pointed out that botanical institutions contain collections of millions of fully documented
accessions and associated knowledge (of living plants, herbarium specimens, seeds, tissue
collections and other biological material) of immense value to support conservation and ecological
restoration. Furthermore, their scientific and horticultural expertise, experience and networks in all
regions are a remarkable global resource available to undertake and support plant conservation and
restoration actions throughout the world. They reiterated the importance of renewed efforts in
capacity building and resource mobilization.

The participants of the Forum committed themselves to work collectively and individually with
Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity and the CBD Secretariat in the development of the
post-2020 global biodiversity framework and ensuring a clear role for plant conservation within this
framework.

They welcomed the development of an updated China Plant Conservation Strategy, a successor for
the 1st such strategy prepared in 2008 and committed themselves to supporting its implementation.

The participants congratulated China for the excellent progress that has been achieved in
implementing the GSPC in China. The Forum also recognized the outstanding leadership being
offered by China in hosting this Forum and for the upcoming CBD COP 15 in 2020 and they expressed
the hope that the Chinese government, and other parties, as well as the CBD Secretariat, would



continue to play a leadership role in relation to a future post-2020 Global Strategy for Plant
Conservation.
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