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SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
Sara Oldfield, Secretary General, BGCI

Sara Oldfield is Secretary General of Botanic Gardens Conservation International, a post she has held since May 2005. 

Sara Oldfield’s career spans over 20 years in the plant conservation arena, with experience in a number of leading international non-government organisations. She is internationally respected for her work on wildlife trade particularly through the Convention on the International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES). 

Prior to joining BGCI, Sara was the Global Programmes Director at Fauna & Flora International (FFI), responsible for the management and development of global programmes including FFI’s Global Trees Campaign. This programme aims to save globally threatened tree species and their habitats worldwide, through influencing policy and the management of over 20 projects.

Prior to that, between 1995 and 1998 Sara was a Senior Projects Officer, for the World Conservation Monitoring Centre [WCMC], overseeing six projects including the Conservation and Sustainable Management of Trees project. She has been a freelance consultant for over ten years, working as a researcher and policy advisor for international biodiversity conservation. Her career started at the Nature Conservancy Council in 1977 assessing peatland sites and then at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew in the newly formed Conservation Unit until 1984.

Sara is Chair of the IUCN/SSC Global Tree Specialist Group, responsible for promoting and implementing projects to identify and protect global Red Listed tree species. She also sits on the advisory panel for BBC Wildlife Magazine and has published a number of books and research papers.

Baroness Joan Walmsley, Chair BGCI Board of Directors

Baroness Joan Walmsley has been Chair of BGCI’s Board of Directors since January 2005.  Baroness Walmsley hails from Liverpool where she obtained a degree in Biology. She went to work in the health service and in 1979 after taking time out to bring up her children she trained as a teacher, and taught in the secondary sector for seven years.
She went into public relations in 1986, running her own public relations   business and developing particular expertise in the housing sector, representing three major housing associations 
She first stood for Parliament in 1992 in Leeds South & Morley, and then in 1997 in Congleton and in the European elections of 1999. She has held posts in both the health and education sectors and is presently Liberal Democrat spokesman in the House of Lords on education, with responsibility for schools and early years and is Shadow Minister for Children. She also serves on the House of Lords Select Committee on Science and Technology.

Francis Sullivan, Adviser on the Environment, HSBC Holdings plc

Francis Sullivan has a BA (Hons) in Agriculture and Forest Sciences and an MSc in Forestry and its relation to land use, both from Oxford University.  During his time there he was awarded a Pilkington scholarship to study in Thailand and Sri Lanka for 12 months. 

He joined WWF-UK in 1987 and administered conservation projects in West Africa, helping to build the International Programme and relationship with DFID.  In Nigeria he played a major role in the establishment of the Cross River National Park. 

During the early 1990s Francis worked on forest policy for WWF-UK and was asked to join the British Delegation as Conservation Adviser to the International Tropical Timber Organisation.  He also helped establish WWF-UK’s partnership with British companies to source timber from well managed forests now known as the UK Forest and Trade Network.  In addition he also helped set up the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) and sat on its International Board for three years.

In 1995 he joined WWF International to direct the Forests for Life Campaign which attained more than 20 National pledges for forest protection and a target of 10 million hectares of FSC approved forest.  The Forests for Life Campaign was widely publicised around the world and succeeded in achieving public support from over 20 heads of government, the Duke of Edinburgh, the President of the World Bank and many timber industry CEOs.

For nearly two years, Francis then led in internal change team, based at WWF-Netherlands, called the “Action Network”.  The aim was to discover how WWF and its partners could achieve quicker results for conservation and development, by challenging preconceived ideas about how best to achieve the WWF Mission.

From September 1999 to January 2004, he was Director of Conservation at WWF-UK, overseeing all WWF-UK’s conservation work worldwide.  During that time, there was a major shift from a large number of projects supported by WWF-UK to a smaller more focused number of Programmes, from Brazil to Nepal. 

During 2001/2002, Francis was heavily involved in the negotiations which led to the announcement that WWF would be a major beneficiary of the HSBC-supported “Investing in Nature” programme.

In February 2004, Francis was seconded to HSBC as their Adviser on the Environment.  He will stay with the “World’s Local Bank” for a period of 3 years.  He is providing practical advice and technical expertise across the whole range of HSBC’s direct and indirect environmental impacts.

Since joining HSBC, an environmental action plan has been approved to target key areas of the bank.  This covers the Group’s property and purchasing functions, as well as lending, asset management, training and communications

In May 2004, the HSBC Forest Land and Forest Products sector guideline was issued. Since then, sector guidelines have been produced for the freshwater infrastructure sector and the chemicals industry sector. From October 2005, HSBC became the first major bank in the world to become carbon neutral.

Kerry Waylen, Author of Well-Being Report, BCGI

Kerry Waylen joined Botanic Gardens Conservation International (BGCI) in 2005 to investigate botanic gardens’ role in improving human well-being, and also to work on topics such as climate change.  Before joining BGCI Kerry completed a Master’s degree at Imperial College, London, for which she was recently awarded the Gordon Conway Rockefeller Foundation Prize.

Prior to this Kerry was a project assistant for the Precautionary Principle Project, based at Fauna & Flora International in Cambridge.  She previously produced a report reviewing the sustainable management of wild plants in trade for FFI and has also reviewed the role of bats as bushmeat.  Kerry has a particular interest in the human side of conservation problems, and in sustainable natural resource management that benefits local communities.  She has worked on conservation and ecology projects around the world, from Trinidad to Australia and Tanzania, and her first degree was in Natural Sciences from the University of Cambridge.
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