PLANT MATERIALS INFORMATION TABLE

Plant Common Name Plant Scientific Name
i. Live Oak Quetcus virginiana
2. Alexander Palm Archontopheenix alexandrae
3. Coconut Palm Cocos nucifera
4. Lantana . lLantans depressa
5.
5.

in the table below, specify your selected plant and include its one-sentence conservation message.

Plant Commion Name One Sentence Conservation Message

Cocnut Palm Without this major tourist attraction, South Florida's economy would surely spiral downward and out of control.
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he plants used for this Olympic wreath were chosen because of their close connections with South Florida. 1he Coconut Falm was an obvious cho|Ce Decalise of i
revalence in South Florida. Without them, the area would not have its tropical appeal, and the tourfsm industry which fuels its economy would slump. South Florida
aches are famous for their palms; and without them and the multiple uses they have, tourists would certainly see the area as an environmental catastrophe rather
an as a sunny wonderland. Coconut Palms are used for their fruit, milk, husks, and shade alike. The coconut water can even be used as an infravenous liguid due o
Is consistency, sugar, and salt, which make it easily compatible with blood. The coconuts of the Coconut Palm were perfect for use as the five rings of the Olympics,
hey were cul into circles and placed in the midd|e of the wreath to demonstrate that the plant diversity within South Florida is important and if any ring or species is
liminated, South Florida ecosystems would be irrevocably harmed.
he Alexander Palm was used for a very similar reason. Although these beautifuf palm trees are not as common as the Coconut Palm, they are still veryimportant ko |
e South Florida community. Primarily, they are used for landscaping in suburban yards and businesses. 1 have several Alexander Palms in my back yard, and had noll{
ealized how many other homes had them until | continued to research this fantastic palm species, Now, | notice them every time | drive down the steet This
articular ptant was used to cover the base of the wreath. Alowing it this position shows the vast diversity of palm life in South Florida, Often, only Coconut and
Sabal Palms are remembered and associated with Seuth Florida, but it is important to remember that diversity within the palm family is vast. Although the Coconut and)
tlexander Palms are similar in appearance, they are two different species.
|tantana depressa was used on the wieath for multiple reasons. Naturally, this beautiful flower is native to Miami-Dade County, and because of its similarities to its
ousin, Lantana camara, an invasive species, il is being unnecessarily destroyed. Lantana depressa is now an endangered species. | felt it was important to raise
awareness about this flower, which is so vital fo the South Florida ecosyster, by including it on the wreath. Aesthetically, the flower relates to the Olympic theme in
that its golden flowers are very symbolic of a gold medal, for which the wreath would have been awarded.
Live Oak, which formed the base of the wreath, was appropriate for this position because of its strength. Able to withstand hurricane-force winds, this free is great for
climbing, swinging, hanging ornaments, and other such aclivities. This tree stands tall and proud in South Florida all year lang. It is also used in [andscaping, bul the
government is beginning to regulate its growth. Because they can be used to beautify highways, only certain types of trees—the “prettiest™—are wanted. It is
sometimes said that the only way fo find a legitimate and free-growing Live Oak is to find one in the wild and uproot it. Any other tree may have been through a
selective breeding process which causes il to grow with high reaching branches necessary for keeping it out of the way of traffic. The appearance of the Live Oak also
contributed o the wreath in that it gave it the look of an actual Olympic wreath. Because of the size and coloring of Live Oak leaves, the use of the branches as the
base contributed o the wreath’s fern-like appearance.

By 5:00 p.m., Wednesday, November 16, 2611, complete and return this form using one of the following methods:

(1) Email the form by selecting the "Submit by Email® button te the right.

nternel email: Click on "Submit by Email" and follow instructions. When prompted, save document to your computer. Open your email Prnt Earm
accounl, attach the saved pdf and email challenge9-1 2@fairchildgarden.org | Prnt Fgm'j
Dreskiop email applications: Click on "Submit by Email" and follow instructions.

{2} Print and fax the form fa: Attention Fairchild Challenge 9-12 at 305-400-0265 | Submit by Emaii ]
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