
 

 

Climate change is increasingly recognised as an 

issue of urgent concern and an imminent threat 

on a global scale. Around 10-12% of annual 

emissions and 75% of global deforestation come 

from agriculture1. Therefore, climate change is 

an issue that our food systems must play a part 

in mitigating, as their contribution is significant. 

In addition, climate change has the potential to 

affect food security across a range of areas  

such as access, utilization and price stability2. 

Therefore, our food systems must be resilient  

if we are to ensure global food security.  

The BigPicnic Partners have organised a wide  

range of activities that addressed directly or 

indirectly the topic of climate change in  

relation to food security.
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Participants in BigPicnic activities had a clear understanding of the 

links between climate change, agriculture and food security. They 

expressed their concerns about the overexploitation of resources, 

habitat degradation, erosion and deforestation, loss of biodiversity, 

pollination, pollution and pesticides or plagues. More specifically,   

the outcomes of the data gathered had a direct relevance to issues  

of climate change and environmental sustainability.  

 

Audiences expressed their concerns and mentioned how changes 

in the climate threaten food production and how, at the same  

time, such changes are also influenced by food transport and 

consumption. These threats led to discussions about farmers’ 

insecurity and the need for better state support while also 

demonstrating the fear that certain members of the public have. 

Farming practices that are unfriendly to the climate, unnecessary 

consumption patterns and the excessive import of products were 

also seen as elements with a negative impact on the climate. 

Monocultures impacting on the diversity of agriculture and the  

loss of species or traditional varieties were also highlighted as 

important concerns. Additionally, the potential for climate change 

causing infestation of pests and diseases that reduce the value  

of certain crops was also underlined as an important factor. 

Therefore, we must create conditions to facilitate access to a 

broader variety of food plants and crops including their genetic 

resources as well as a fair and equitable sharing of the benefits 

arising from their use.   

 

 

 

It is essential to acknowledge the urgent need for actions to address 

the effects of climate change on food security. To achieve this, 

adaptation to climate change must be a priority for all farmers and 

food producers, including small-scale producers in urban 

environments. Approaches to mitigate and build resilience against 

climate change must take into account equitability and participatory 

approaches that enable both men and women to gain equitable 

access to information and resources when addressing food security in 

the context of climate change. At the same time, future programmes, 

actions and strategies must be fully consistent with existing food 

security related policies and frameworks.   

The full set of BigPicnic 

policy briefs is available 

on our website

W: www.bigpicnic.net  

E: BigPicnic@bgci.org  

Twitter: @BigPicnic_EU
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