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I. THE LIMBE BOTANIC AND ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS (MOUNT CAMEROON BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION CENTRE) POLICY ON ACCESS TO GENETIC RESOURCES AND BENEFIT-SHARING

Welcome to our first Limbe Botanic and Zoological Gardens (which will become the Mount Cameroon Biodiversity Conservation Centre) Policy on Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-Sharing. Over the past year, we have undergone a policy review and development process in order to more effectively implement provisions of the Convention on Biological Diversity that impact our work, in particular those on “access and benefit-sharing”. This has involved a series of internal meetings, consultations with various groups and individuals within and outside of Cameroon, and drafting a package of policy documents. 

The core policy document draws upon our involvement in, and endorsement of, the Common Policy Guidelines and Principles on Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-Sharing for Participating Institutions, which were developed by an international consortium of botanic gardens and research institutions (www.rbgkew.org.uk/conservation). In addition, we drafted particular agreements that reflect LBZG/MCBCC’s need to set terms for the supply and acquisition of biological materials and associated traditional knowledge, and to define terms for collaborative research.  

The LBZG (MCBCC) Policy and package of associated documents, which you will find within this publication include:

1.LBZG/MCBCC Policy on Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-Sharing

2.Guidelines for Collaborative Research

3.Agreement/MOU for Collaborative Research 

4.Agreement for the Supply of Biological Material for Non-Commercial Use

5.Agreement for the Supply of Duplicate Herbarium and Other Preserved Specimens 

6.Agreement for the Loan of Herbarium and Other Preserved Specimens 
7.Agreement on Conditions for Access to LBZG/MCBCC Databases
8.Agreement for the Acquisition of Biological Material for Non-Commercial Use 
The Limbe Botanic and Zoological Gardens (Mount Cameroon Biodiversity Conservation Centre) is involved in a wide range of activities and relationships with outside research institutions, government agencies, and local communities. The enclosed package of documents is intended to respond to the majority of such cases. Only a selection of the agreements will be relevant to each case, excepting the LBZG/MCBCC Policy on Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-Sharing, which is a framework document relevant to all relationships. Consultations with local communities will take place in the coming year, in order to clarify their priorities and relationship with LBZG/MCBCC, agree upon new field rates for research, and wider issues associated with research relationships. 

We have received invaluable comment and input from a range of LBZG (MCBCC) staff and outside experts as part of this process. They include Tchouto Peguy, Nouhou Ndam, Joseph Besong, Charles Tekwe, Alex Forbes, Christopher Fominyam, David Kenfack, Ebwekoh O’ Kah, Bruno Ewusi, Joseph Nkefor, Paul Blackmore, James Acworth, Terry Sunderland, Kerry ten Kate, China Williams, Phyllida Cheyne, Lyle Glowka, and Adrian Wells.  

Over the course of the next year, LBZG (MCBCC) will implement the Policy documents while keeping in mind that this is a time for trial and error, and learning through experience.  The approach will be flexible, and our main objectives are to raise the awareness of our staff; develop dialogue and practical experience on these issues with research institutions within and outside Cameroon; revise stumbling blocks or difficulties encountered with the text of the enclosed documents; work with the government of Cameroon to gain official support for the LBZG (MCBCC) Policy;  and further build institutional capacity to implement the policy effectively and efficiently. We welcome any comment or feedback on the documents or ideas contained within the LBZG (MCBCC) Policy, from both within and outside Cameroon.

Please send comments to all of the below:

Sarah Laird: sarahlaird@aol.com; Tonye Mahop: tonyemah@yahoo.com and lbgmcp@camnet.cm; Nouhou Ndam: Nndam@compuserve.com
II. THE LBZG (MCBCC) POLICY AND PACKAGE OF ASSOCIATED AGREEMENTS: DESCRIPTION OF THE CORE DOCUMENTS

FRAMEWORK POLICY DOCUMENT

1. LBZG/MCBCC Policy on Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-Sharing

This is the umbrella LBZG/MCBCC Policy. It provides the definitions, objectives, principles, and a description of the various elements of the policy, including the range of Agreements that guide specific transfers of Biological Material or Associated Knowledge, or particular collaborative research relationships. It is the umbrella under which the other documents fall – thus its position at the top of the Flowchart that follows.  

The LBZG/MCBCC Policy document will be provided to all potential collaborators, suppliers, and recipients of material in order to provide them with an overview and background on the LBZG/MCBCC Policy. It will be attached to all Agreements before they are signed. 

COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH

2. Guidelines for Collaborative Research 

Originally folded into a much longer Agreement for Collaborative Research, the Guidelines for Collaborative Research (‘Research Guidelines’) have been pulled out into a separate document. They contain background information and detail necessary for potential research collaborators, but probably more extensive than needs to be included in an Agreement or Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for Collaborative Research. We are using the terms MOU and Agreement interchangeably here.

The Research Guidelines will be provided to all potential research collaborators – these are individuals and institutions that would like to form partnerships with LBZG/MCBCC that go beyond the exchange of biological material and associated knowledge. 

3. Elements of Agreements/MOUs for Collaborative Research 

Once researchers have reviewed the Research Guidelines, and entered into dialogue with LBZG/MCBCC, they will submit a Research Application. Once the Research Application has been accepted, LBZG/MCBCC and collaborators will begin discussions on the nuts and bolts of the research partnership. 

The main components of the agreement to be reached through this discussion are outlined in the Elements of Agreements/MOUs for Collaborative Research. This Agreement need not be excessively long or detailed, but should contain the core elements of the partnership, and should reflect the process and requirements provided in the Research Guidelines. The Elements of Agreements/MOUs for Collaborative Research will be used as the basis for building the Agreement/MOU document, but supplementary text may be required. 

Many collaborative research projects will involve the supply and acquisition of Biological Materials and Associated Knowledge. In some cases, it may be appropriate for LBZG/MCBCC and collaborators to sign specific Agreements guiding these transfers, in addition to an Agreement for Collaborative Research. For example, a research partnership might involve joint field research, extended use of the herbarium, as well as access to the database, and supply of material from Living Collections or the Herbarium. For transfers of data or materials from LBZG/MCBCC’s collections, one or more of the Agreements discussed in the next section will be necessary. These Agreements will be attached to the Agreement for Collaborative Research. The LBZG/MCBCC Policy on Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-Sharing should also be attached to the final Agreement/MOU. In addition, any agreements reached with local communities as part of the collaboration should be attached to the Agreement/MOU.

The result is that – for a given collaboration – a package of signed Agreements may result. In the future there may be ways to streamline this process, but at the present time we feel it should not prove too cumbersome – although this will become clear during our one year ‘testing’ period of the LBZG/MCBCC Policy. 

AGREEMENTS FOR THE SUPPLY AND ACQUISITION OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL AND ASSOCIATED KNOWLEDGE

The LBZG/MCBCC Policy on Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-Sharing will be attached to all the Agreements below before they are signed, since it provides the objectives, principles, and background on which the Agreements are based. If recipient institutions enter into a range of transfers with LBZG/MCBCC, it will be necessary to sign more than one agreement, the group of which will be joined together - with the LBZG/MCBCC Policy on Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-Sharing  -into a single packet for that institution. 

The Material Transfer Agreements are not set in stone, and over the next year we will seek to improve and clarify, as needed, any confusing or difficult language or terms. Agreements may also be modified to suit the conditions of a particular collaboration, and in some instances to provide details not included in the generic document – such as lists of benefits likely to be shared.

4. Agreement for the Supply of Biological Material for Non-Commercial Use

This agreement was drafted with Living Collections and the Nursery in mind, but might be extended to other Biological Materials, in cases where the other Agreements are not appropriate. 

A sample document has also been included in this packet which results from immediate experience from an LBZG/MCBCC-North Carolina Zoo (NCZ) collaboration. It is called the Agreement for the Supply of LBZG/MCBCC Biological Material for Non-Commercial Use to Third Parties. It is intended for use in cases in which the Recipient of Biological Material wants to pass LBZG/MCBCC Material on to a third party, but does not have its own internal Access and Benefit-Sharing (ABS) Policy, and comparable Supply Agreements. The sample document can be used as the basis for discussions with collaborating institutions, and may need revisions. In the LBZG/MCBCC-NCZ case, NCZ wished to transfer LBZG/MCBCC Nursery and Living Collection material to third parties within the United States for non-commercial use, and in ways that served both NCZ and LBZG/MCBCC objectives. This sample document was used as the basis for an Agreement between NCZ/LBZG/MCBCC and recipients of LBZG/MCBCC material in the US.

5.  Agreement for the Supply of Duplicate Herbarium and Other Preserved Specimens 

This agreement is specifically for cases in which duplicate herbarium and other preserved specimens are given to collaborating institutions that meet standards for recipients set in the LBZG/MCBCC Policy on Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-Sharing. It is an umbrella agreement, governing all supplies of specimens in a fixed period of time (2 years as set now) between LBZG/MCBCC and the recipient.

6. Agreement for the Loan of Herbarium and Other Preserved Specimens
This agreement is specifically for cases in which herbarium and other preserved specimens are loaned to collaborating institutions that meet standards for recipients set in the LBZG/MCBCC Policy on Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-Sharing. An Agreement will be signed for each batch of material sent out on loan.

7. Agreement on Conditions for Access to LBZG/MCBCC Databases
This agreement lays out the conditions under which a recipient might gain access to the LBZG/MCBCC Databases, which include those held within the Herbarium, Living Collections, Wildlife, and Socioeconomic databases. An agreement will be signed prior to gaining access to databases.

8. Agreement for the Acquisition of Biological Material for Non-Commercial Use  

This agreement will be used in cases in which institutions, projects, and others wish to provide – as a gift - material collected within or outside of Cameroon to LBZG/MCBCC. It is necessary for LBZG/MCBCC to have good records on all material entering post-CBD into its collections, and to ensure that all material is collected in a manner consistent with new legal and ethical obligations.  This Agreement will help to ensure that this is the case. The Acquisition Agreement will be used in cases where the supplying institution or collaborator does not have an ABS Policy, or Material Supply Agreement, comparable to LBZG/MCBCC’s. This document might also be used when LBZG/MCBCC staff travel and collect overseas, and would be signed in that case with the local collaborating institution.

COMMUNITY AGREEMENTS

Written or verbal agreements between researchers and institutions involved in fieldwork with or around local communities will be necessary in many cases. If verbal agreement is reached, a transcript and summary of the agreement should be written up and attached to the Agreement for Collaborative Research. If written agreement is reached, these too should be attached to the Agreement for Collaborative Research.

LBZG/MCBCC is also in the process of developing its own agreements with local communities regarding rates and fees, and wider issues relating to LBZG/MCBCC’s role in brokering or facilitating research in the area, as well as undertaking its own research. As these agreements become available, they will be appended to the LBZG/MCBCC Policy document, and the Research Guidelines.

III. THE POLICY DOCUMENTS


LIMBE BOTANIC AND ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS (MOUNT CAMEROON BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION CENTRE) 

POLICY ON ACCESS TO GENETIC RESOURCES AND BENEFIT-SHARING

[OCTOBER 2001]

SECTION 1. INTRODUCTION 

The Limbe Botanic Garden (LBZG/MCBCC) is a semi-autonomous institution under the Ministry of Environment and Forestry (MINEF) whose mission is “to provide facilities, information and services to support biodiversity conservation and improve livelihoods in the Mt Cameroon region and beyond.”

Research collaborations and the exchange of biological materials are central to LBZG/MCBCC’s objectives and to the development of an understanding of the genetic, species, ecosystem, and cultural diversity found within and around Mt Cameroon.  LBZG/MCBCC recognizes the value and importance of collaborations with national and international research institutions in building our institution and achieving our mission. Research must, however, be conducted in a way that does not damage genetic, species, or ecosystem diversity, and must benefit stakeholders fairly and equitably, particularly local communities.  Research activities in which LBZG/MCBCC is involved must reflect ‘best practice’ and must honour the letter and spirit of relevant international and national law concerning biodiversity and traditional resource rights.

LBZG/MCBCC recognizes the close links between cultural and biological diversity, and legal and ethical obligations to local communities. The informed consent of local communities to any research undertaken on their knowledge, resources, or lands must be acquired prior to the initiation of any research, and their culture, traditions, and customary laws respected. 

Research collaborations and the supply of biological material and associated knowledge are based on the understanding that all such activities are for non-commercial purposes only.  Potential partners are required to fully disclose any commercial end use that they or others may make of the research, data, or collections. Any such use could only be subject to a separate agreement between LBZG/MCBCC and researchers. Biological materials and associated knowledge may only be passed to commercial parties with the written consent of LBZG/MCBCC and the Government of Cameroon, and in line with existing national and international law and policy.

International and national law

Cameroon is a contracting party to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). LBZG/MCBCC intends to honour the letter and spirit of these conventions, and other international, regional and national laws and policies concerning the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, access and benefit-sharing, and the protection of traditional knowledge.

National laws of particular importance to research relationships include the 20 January 1994 Law Regulating Forestry, Wildlife, and Fisheries, and its implementing decrees, and the 1996 Framework Law on the Environment. Under Article 65(1) of the Framework Law on the Environment, “scientific exploration and biological and genetic resource exploitation in Cameroon shall be done under conditions of transparency and in close collaboration with national research institutions and local communities, and should be profitable to Cameroon. The exploration and exploitation should be done under the conditions stipulated by the international conventions relating thereto, duly ratified by Cameroon, especially the Rio Convention of 1992 on biodiversity.” The 1994 Forestry Law (Section 11) stipulates that “the genetic resources of the national heritage shall belong to the State of Cameroon. No person may use them for scientific, commercial, or cultural purposes without prior authorization”. 

Institutional relationships and responsibilities

LBZG/MCBCC functions within the Ministry of Environment and Forestry (MINEF) [and the Ministry of Scientific and Technical Affairs (MINREST)]. As such, it will comply with all necessary laws and regulations, and will involve and inform MINEF [and MINREST] staff on a regular basis of research activities conducted by or in collaboration with LBZG/MCBCC.

In developing a research policy, LBZG/MCBCC acts as representative of both national and local interests. As such, staff will consult directly with representatives of government, national research institutions, NGOs, and local communities in an effort to determine the most effective research strategy for the Mt Cameroon area, and to ensure that the perspective of a range of stakeholders within Cameroon is represented. 

LBZG/MCBCC works closely with a range of communities in the Mt Cameroon area, which are represented by village institutions such as chiefs, councils, and in some areas local resource management committees or organizations. LBZG/MCBCC will work closely with these local institutions in developing and implementing its policy.

The Policy on Access and Benefit-Sharing and Associated Package of Agreements

This policy has been developed to implement the provisions of the CBD and national laws on access and benefit-sharing, to provide sufficient information for partners to understand what they can expect when they deal with LBZG/MCBCC, and to promote dialogue and best practice within Cameroon and the international community. 

This policy will be implemented through a series of agreements signed, as appropriate, with collaborators, including:

· Agreement for Collaborative Research 

· Agreement for the Supply of Biological Material for Non-Commercial Use
· Agreement for the Supply of Duplicate Herbarium and Other Preserved Specimens 
· Agreement for the Loan of Herbarium and Other Preserved Specimens
· Agreement on Conditions for Access to LBZG/MCBCC Databases
· Agreement for the Acquisition of Biological Material for Non-Commercial Use  

· agreements signed by collaborators with local communities and facilitated by LBZG/MCBCC, as appropriate. LBZG/MCBCC has in place its own agreement with local communities for research undertaken by LBZG/MCBCC staff, [TITLE]. This agreement includes the terms for access to resources and knowledge, and fair and equitable benefit-sharing, as agreed through a process of consultation. These terms will form the basis of any agreement between outside researchers and communities which is facilitated by LBZG/MCBCC.

A flow chart of the relationship between these agreements and documents can be found in Annex 1. to this Policy.

SECTION 2. OBJECTIVES
The objectives of this policy are:

1. to ensure that the activities of LBZG/MCBCC are consistent with the provisions of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species, the Convention on Biological Diversity and other international, regional and national laws and policies concerning biodiversity, access and benefit-sharing, and protection of traditional knowledge;

2. to promote co-operation between LBZG/MCBCC and other botanical gardens, scientific institutions, conservation projects, and individuals throughout the world;

3. to establish conditions that facilitate access, according to current standards of best practice, to the biological resources within the Mt. Cameroon region and collections held by LBZG/MCBCC, and that enable LBZG/MCBCC to access the genetic resources of others according to the same standards, whether found in in situ or ex situ conditions; 

4. to establish conditions that will lead to the smooth collaboration between the LBZG/MCBCC and any institution(s) or individual(s) interested in carrying out research in the Mt. Cameroon area or that wish to use LBZG/MCBCC data and collections; and

5. to promote the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising from the use of genetic resources with LBZG/MCBCC, local communities, and the Government of Cameroon.

SECTION 3. PRINCIPLES ON ACCESS TO GENETIC RESOURCES AND BENEFIT SHARING 

LBZG/MCBCC is a member of the group of botanic gardens and institutions that developed the Common Policy Guidelines on Access and Benefit-Sharing (www. rbgkew.org.uk/conservation). As a member of this group, LBZG/MCBCC endorses the following Principles on access to genetic resources and benefit-sharing:
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and laws related to access to genetic resources and associated traditional knowledge and benefit-sharing

· Honour the letter and spirit of the CBD, The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Flora and Fauna  (CITES) and laws relating to access and benefit-sharing, including those relating to traditional knowledge. 

Acquisition of genetic resources

· In order to obtain prior informed consent, provide a full explanation of how the genetic resources will be acquired and used. 

· When acquiring genetic resources from in situ conditions, obtain prior informed consent from the government of the country of origin and any other relevant Stakeholders, according to applicable law and best practice. 

· When acquiring genetic resources from ex situ collections (such as botanic gardens), obtain prior informed consent from the body governing the ex situ collection and any additional consents required by that body. 

· When acquiring genetic resources from ex situ sources, whether from ex situ collections, commercial sources or individuals, evaluate available documentation and, where necessary, take appropriate steps to ensure that the genetic resources were acquired in accordance with applicable law and best practice. 

Use and supply of genetic resources

· Use and supply genetic resources and their derivatives on terms and conditions consistent with those under which they were acquired. 

· Prepare a transparent policy on the commercialisation (including plant sales) of genetic resources acquired before and since the CBD entered into force and their derivatives, whether by the Participating Institution or a recipient third party. 

Use of written agreements

· Acquire genetic resources and supply genetic resources and derivatives using written agreements, where required by applicable law and best practice, setting out the terms and conditions under which the genetic resources may be acquired, used and supplied and resulting benefits shared. 
Benefit-sharing

· Share fairly and equitably with the country of origin and other Stakeholders, the benefits arising from the use of genetic resources and their derivatives including non-monetary, and, in the case of commercialisation, also monetary benefits.   

· Share benefits arising from the use of genetic resources acquired prior to the entry into force of the CBD, as far as possible, in the same manner as for those acquired thereafter.  

Curation

· In order to comply with these Principles, maintain records and mechanisms to:

· record the terms and conditions under which genetic resources are acquired; 

· track the use in the Participating Institution and benefits arising from that use; and

· record supply to third parties, including the terms and conditions of supply.  

Prepare a policy

· Prepare, adopt and communicate an institutional policy setting out how the Participating Institution will implement these Principles.

SECTION 4 - DEFINITIONS

In this document, the following terms have the following meanings:

Accession means a sample or specimen of biological material incorporated into an ex situ collection; 
Access to genetic resources means the permission to acquire and use genetic resources; 
Associated knowledge is traditional knowledge, data, or other information attached  to collections of biological materials including herbarium specimens, living collections, and databases.

Acquisition means obtaining possession of a material or resource, through collection or receipt;

Best practice is the highest standard of professional conduct exhibited by organisations involved in access and benefit-sharing worldwide.

Benefit-sharing means the sharing of benefits arising from the use, whether commercial or not, of genetic resources and their derivatives, and may include both monetary and non-monetary returns; 
Biological diversity (biodiversity) is the variability among living organisms and the ecological complexes of which they are a part, including diversity within species, between species, and ecosystem diversity.

Biodiversity prospecting  is the exploration of biodiversity for commercially valuable genetic and biochemical resources.

Biological material includes, but is not limited to, plants, plant parts or propagation material (such as seeds, cuttings, roots, bulbs, corms or leaves), fungi or other fungal material, and any other material of plant, animal, fungal, microbial or other origin and the genetic resources contained therein;

Biological resources includes, but are not limited to, organisms or parts thereof, populations or any biotic component of ecosystems of actual or potential value, including genetic resources;
Botanic garden means, but is not limited to, an institution maintaining documented collections of living and/or preserved plant accessions for purposes such as scientific research, conservation, sustainable use, display and education;
Commercialisation means applying for, obtaining or transferring intellectual property rights or other tangible or intangible rights by sale or licence or in any other manner, commencement of product development, conducting market research, and seeking pre-market approval and/or the sale of any resulting product;
Conservation is the management of human use of the biosphere so that it may yield the greatest sustainable benefit to current generations while maintaining its potential to meet the needs and aspirations of future generations.

Customary laws  are traditional and locally-specific systems of jurisprudence, embedded in indigenous peoples’ and local communities’ culture and language. 

Derivatives includes, but are not limited to any progeny, extracts and compounds obtained from genetic resources and analogues of those compounds; 

Endemic means restricted to a specific region or locality.

Ex situ collection means managed, documented biological material maintained in conditions other than in situ; 

Genetic resources means any material of plant, animal, fungal, microbial or other origin containing functional units of heredity of actual or potential value;

Herbarium means a reference collection of preserved and documented plant specimens, including those that are dried and pressed and those that are preserved in liquid;

In situ conditions means conditions where genetic resources exist within ecosystems and natural habitats, and, in the case of domesticated or cultivated species, in the surroundings where they have developed their distinctive properties;
Prior informed consent means the consent of the government of the country of origin and of any other appropriate Stakeholders which must be obtained prior to gaining access to genetic resources.  PIC is the consent of a party to, or affected by, an activity that is given after receiving full disclosure regarding the reason for the activity, the specific procedures the activity would entail, the potential risks involved, and the full implications that can realistically be foreseen. It must be based on full disclosure of information, such as the intended use of those genetic resources; 
Provider means any individual or organisation, whether governmental or non-governmental, that provides genetic resources or derivatives;
Recipient means any individual or organisation, whether governmental or non-governmental, that acquires genetic resources or derivatives.

Researcher refers to both the individual conducting research, and the sponsoring or contracting institutions on whose behalf the researcher conducts research

Stakeholder means an individual, organisation or group whether formal or informal, affected by, or with an interest in, the activities relating to the acquisition, use or supply of genetic resources or their derivatives. Stakeholders involved in conservation and the granting of collecting permits and prior informed consent for access may include relevant departments of government, local authorities, private individuals such as landowners, indigenous peoples, local communities, farmers and non-governmental organisations. Stakeholders such as these are often described in law relating to access and benefit-sharing;
Sustainable Use is the management of resources in a way that meets the needs of current generations, but can be maintained indefinitely without compromising the ability to meet those of future generations.

Traditional ecological/environmental knowledge  is a body of cumulative and dynamic knowledge built up by a group of people through generations of living in close contact with nature. It includes systems of classification, a set of empirical observations about the local environment, and a system of self-management that governs resource use. 

SECTION 5 - ACQUISITION

5.1 Collection Strategies

LBZG/MCBCC acquires biological material and associated knowledge through its collecting activities and by receiving materials sent or brought to LBZG/MCBCC in accordance with the strategies set out in the Herbarium, Living Collection, Wildlife, Socioeconomic, and Conservation Technology Development Protocols, and by working with collaborators and counterpart institutions.

5.2 Criteria for Suppliers
LBZG/MCBCC will abide by the CBD, CITES, and all international and national laws governing access to genetic resources, biodiversity conservation, and protection of traditional knowledge, and will acquire materials or associated knowledge only from organisations and individuals that also abide by the obligations arising from these laws.

5.3 Material Acquisition Agreements

When obtaining access to biological material and associated knowledge, LBZG/MCBCC will make reasonable and sincere efforts to clarify in writing the respective roles, rights and responsibilities of LBZG/MCBCC, the Provider, the country of origin and relevant Stakeholders, as appropriate.  In order to do so, all material accepted into LBZG/MCBCC collections will be acquired according to the Agreement for the Acquisition of Biological Material for Non-Commercial Use.
SECTION 6. SUPPLY OF GENETIC RESOURCES
6.1 Supply Strategy
LBZG/MCBCC supplies biological material and associated knowledge to recipients including botanical gardens, scientific institutions and individuals throughout the world. Materials will be supplied by LBZG/MCBCC on terms that oblige recipients to provide LBZG/MCBCC with a fair and equitable share of benefits arising from recipients’ use of the material or its progeny or derivatives. 

Material will be supplied under separate agreements – Agreement for Supply of Biological Material for Non-Commercial Use, Agreement for the Supply of Duplicate Herbarium Specimens,  and Agreement for the Loan of Herbarium Specimens.
Emphasis will be placed on supplying genetic resources and associated knowledge to support conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, and to build capacity in taxonomy and related research that will help to meet LBZG/MCBCC objectives.

6.2 Criteria for Recipients
LBZG/MCBCC will abide by the CBD, CITES, and all international and national laws governing access to genetic resources, biodiversity conservation, and protection of traditional knowledge, and will supply materials or associated knowledge only to organisations and individuals that also abide by the obligations arising from these laws.

6.3 Material Supply Agreements

LBZG/MCBCC will supply biological material and associated knowledge subject to material transfer agreements – the Agreement for Supply of Biological Material for Non-Commercial Use - between LBZG/MCBCC and recipients. The terms of this agreement oblige each recipient to share benefits arising from use of the genetic resources, their derivatives, and associated knowledge fairly and equitably with LBZG/MCBCC, local people and the Cameroon Government. It also prohibits the commercialisation of the genetic resources, their derivatives, or associated knowledge without the prior written agreement of LBZG/MCBCC and the Government of Cameroon. Recipients cannot pass materials or associated knowledge on to third parties for commercial purposes without ensuring that the third parties enter into similar agreements with LBZG/MCBCC (a modified version of the LBZG/MCBCC Agreement for Supply of Biological Material for Non-Commercial Use is available for this purpose)

6.4 Conditions For Loan or Supply of Duplicate Herbarium Specimens
All recipients receiving duplicate herbarium specimens will sign the Agreement for the Supply of Duplicate Herbarium Specimens, an umbrella agreement for a fixed period between LBZG (MCBCC) and the recipient, governing all supplies of specimens within that period. Recipients of loan material will sign and observe the conditions laid out in the Agreement on Conditions for Loan of Herbarium Specimens.

6.5 Conditions for Loan or Supply of Other Biological Materials

LBZG/MCBCC is building its wildlife collections, and in future foresees loaning or supplying materials to other institutions. An agreement will be developed to guide such loans and supplies in future.

SECTION 7. COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH

LBZG/MCBCC has worked for many years on the sustainable use and management of biological resources around Mt. Cameroon. It is thus in a unique position to play a leading role in the conservation of Mt. Cameroon’s native flora, fauna, and ecosystems.  To be effective in this role, LBZG/MCBCC recognizes the important contribution that can be made by national and overseas research institutions, and seeks to develop joint research programmes that promote the objectives of LBZG/MCBCC. In order to ensure these more-involved partnerships are transparent, effective, and live up to current standards of best practice under international and national law, LBZG/MCBCC has developed Research Guidelines and a summary of core elements for an Agreement/Memorandum of Understanding for Collaborative Research. Such an Agreement will be mutually agreed to and signed by LBZG/MCBCC and collaborators prior to the initiation of research projects.

SECTION 8. CONDITIONS RELATING TO DATABASES
LBZG/MCBCC has compiled valuable taxonomic data on the flora and fauna of South West Province in general, and the Mount Cameroon area in particular. LBZG/MCBCC recognizes the value of sharing data in order to further scientific understanding and promote the conservation of biodiversity in the region. It seeks, therefore, to place minimum restrictions on the use of this information, but wishes to ensure that it is used in accordance with international and national law, and with proper integrity and acknowledgement of the source. Intended recipients of data will be asked to agree to and sign an Agreement on Access to LBZG/MCBCC Databases, which lays out terms for access and benefit sharing associated with the supply of this information.

SECTION 9. BENEFIT SHARING STRATEGY

Acquisition of Materials and Knowledge by LBZG/MCBCC

In order to achieve fairness and equity and to create incentives for the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, LBZG/MCBCC will share any benefits arising from its use of biological materials and associated knowledge with appropriate stakeholders within Cameroon, and in countries of origin for collections made outside of Cameroon. Agreement on benefits to be shared, and identification of those with whom these benefits will be shared, will be detailed in an Agreement for the Acquisition of Biological Material for Non-Commercial Use, and in agreements made between LBZG/MCBCC and local communities.

Supply of Materials and Knowledge by LBZG/MCBCC

LBZG/MCBCC also requires that all collaborators and recipients of biological material and associated knowledge fairly and equitably share benefits with LBZG/MCBCC, local communities, and the Government of Cameroon. These will be determined on a case basis, and will be illustrated in research and supply agreements signed to reflect particular circumstances and collaborations. 

Indicative List of Benefits

An indicative list of possible benefits which LBZG/MCBCC might share, and which it considers appropriate to share with LBZG/MCBCC, follows (a more comprehensive list is found in the attached Agreements):

· taxonomic, biochemical, ecological, horticultural and other information and data, through research results, publications and educational materials; 

· access to collections and databases;

· benefits in kind, such as augmentation of national collections in the country of origin and support of community development activities; for all collections made in collaboration with LBZG/MCBCC, duplicate specimens must be left with LBZG/MCBCC;  
· the transfer of technology such as hardware, software and know-how; 

· training in science, in situ and ex situ conservation and management, information technology and management and administration of access and benefit-sharing;  

· institutional development, strengthening and management;

· joint research and development, through collaboration in training and research programmes, participation in product development, joint ventures and co-authorship of publications; and,

· in the case of commercialisation, also monetary benefits such as fees, milestone payments, and royalties.

LBZG/MCBCC recognizes that students cannot fulfill the same standards for benefit-sharing as professional researchers, and will come to an agreement – through the Agreement for Collaborative Research - reflecting the limited access of students to institutional resources. However, students will be encouraged to use their experience reaching agreement with LBZG/MCBCC to expand their understanding of the importance of collaboration, and the structuring of transparent, equitable research relationships. 

National and international researchers will be required to follow the standards laid out in these policy documents, including fee and rate schedules. Requirements for benefit-sharing are likely to be reduced in the case of national researchers, although supply of research results and publications, training, and other benefits that amount to common professional courtesy will be required.
SECTION 10: IMPLEMENTATION

In order to ensure the successful implementation of this policy, guidelines will be produced for staff on how to implement the policy in practice. Furthermore, LBZG/MCBCC will make considerable effort to involve, educate, and raise awareness on access and benefit sharing issues not only with LBZG/MCBCC staff, but also members of other national research institutions, government ministries, local communities, and other stakeholders. Clear sanctions to enforce the policy and disciplinary measures in the event of breach of the policy by a member of staff will be introduced.

This policy will be periodically revised in order to reflect institutional experiences and legal and policy developments on the part of the Cameroon Government, and the international community. Annual review of these documents and their implementation will take place in order to assess the effectiveness of the various components of this policy.

10.1 Records

LBZG/MCBCC will maintain records of the source, origin, collection date, taxon, permit information and conditions of use and other relevant data associated with the specimens in its collections in order to be able to implement this policy.
10.2 Tracking
In order to fulfil its commitments under this policy now and in the future, LBZG/MCBCC has developed and implemented appropriate mechanisms to track the accession of specimens into its collections and the supply of biological material and associated knowledge to Recipients.

10.3 Staff Management
LBZG/MCBCC has established systems of staff line management and individual staff responsibilities for implementation of and compliance with this policy. LBZG/MCBCC has developed procedures under which members may be authorised to agree, on its behalf, the terms of access and benefit-sharing associated with the acquisition and supply of biological resources and their derivatives. [This includes initial review of applications, and negotiation of terms of the agreement, by the Research Coordinator and Policy Unit Coordinator, with final approval for all collaborative research provided by the LBZG/MCBCC Research and Policy Committee. Acquisition and Supply of Biological Material will be subject to the approval of the department head, the Policy Unit Coordinator, and Director of LBZG/MCBCC]. 
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LIMBE BOTANIC AND ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS (MOUNT CAMEROON BIODIVERSITY

 CONSERVATION CENTRE)

GUIDELINES FOR COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH

[OCTOBER 2001]
Objective of the Guidelines and Collaborative Research Agreements

The objective of these guidelines and Collaborative Research Agreements is to ensure that research is conducted in a collaborative manner, and where possible incorporates the research priorities and objectives of LBZG/MCBCC. Research should promote and assist in the conservation of biodiversity and sustainable use of its components, and should not cause damage to biodiversity. The guidelines and agreements seek to ensure that research is conducted in a manner respectful of local traditions and cultures, and that the informed consent of involved stakeholders - including LBZG/MCBCC, local communities, and the Government of Cameroon - is received prior to initiation of a research program, and that benefits are equitably shared.

1. PRIOR INFORMED CONSENT 

Prior to initiating research, researchers must submit an application to LBZG/MCBCC for approval for collaborative research. Researchers must also acquire the informed consent of relevant government ministries [MINREST and MINEF] and local communities (where applicable).

LBZG/MCBCC: Research Application

In order to establish the basis for collaboration, researchers should submit to LBZG/MCBCC the following, which together form the Research Application:

1. Details on the research: where it will take place, when, and how, including the proposed field methodology;

2. Type of information/data to be collected and in what form;

3. The ways in which the data and information collected will be used in the short and long term;

4. The manner in which local communities will be involved in the research process;

5. The level of LBZG/MCBCC institutional support envisaged 

6. Copies of funding proposals for the research project, including budgets, or a description of funding support if there is no formal proposal;

7. Information on the funding agency, and conditions they attach to research results;

8. CVs of researchers; 

9. Copies of permits (when available)

10. An analysis by the researcher of the foreseen impact on the biological subjects of the research and on the habitats in which they occur;

11. Forms of benefit sharing anticipated in the short, intermediate, and long term (see below);

12. Professional codes of ethics and guidelines from the researcher’s field; 

13. Affiliated institutional policies, if they exist.

LBZG/MCBCC Review of Research Applications

LBZG/MCBCC has established institutional structures to facilitate efficient review of Research Applications.  Research Applications are submitted to the Research Coordinator, who then reviews the application with the [Policy Unit Coordinator]. They submit the application to the Research and Policy Committee with recommendations, and receive final approval or refusal from this Committee. The time required to process an application within LBZG/MCBCC will in most cases not be more than 2 months. Additional time will likely be required to receive government permits and prior informed consent from local communities.

The Agreement for Collaborative Research will be negotiated and signed upon acceptance of a Research Application, and will reflect the terms of the Research Guidelines. A copy of the Research Application will be attached to the signed Agreement for Collaborative Research.

Government:  Research Permits

Researchers must enter the country on a research or business visa. Researchers must obtain a research permit from the Ministry of Scientific and Technical Research (MINREST) before beginning research.  This involves submitting a written application, a copy of the research proposal, Curriculum Vitae, six passport photographs, and 3000 CFA in fiscal stamps.

LBZG/MCBCC can assist in this process, submitting and following-up on an application on behalf of an institution or researcher, but will charge 250,000 CFA for this service.

LBZG/MCBCC will assist in obtaining research permits once a Research Application has been filed (as above) and accepted, and a Research Agreement is signed.

All collecting and export permits, phytosanitary certificates, certificates of origin, and CITES export permits are the responsibility of the researcher. 

LBZG/MCBCC can assist in obtaining these documents, but will charge 300,000 CFA for obtaining all necessary documents (excluding potential charges per specimen). 

Local Communities: Consultations and Agreement (written or verbal)

LBZG/MCBCC has worked for many years in close collaboration with local communities and requires their participation in decision-making on issues that affect their land, resource management strategies, and knowledge. Researchers must receive the prior informed consent of all communities with whom, or on whose lands, they will work. Researcher-community relationships should be designed to promote benefit sharing and achievement of sustainable use objectives relevant to the community. Communities have the right to decline involvement in the research – to veto, or say ‘no’ to a collaboration or research project. 

Following acceptance by LBZG/MCBCC of a Research Application, initial meetings and acquisition of prior informed consent from local communities will be undertaken -  after a Research Application has been submitted, and before a Research Agreement is signed. This will be done in conjunction with LBZG/MCBCC staff, who can assist in the process, and will include disclosing to the community:

· The purpose of the research, and interest of the individual researchers in conducting this activity;

· The nature of the research, including the duration, geographic area, and collecting methods;

· The identity of those carrying out the activity and its sponsors, and the terms set by affiliated institutions and sponsors;

· Possible consequences or risks entailed by this activity;

· Destination of knowledge or material that is to be acquired, its ownership status, and the community’s ability and rights to control its use once it has left the community;

· Any commercial interest that the researcher or funders have in the research, or material and knowledge collected;

· The nature of benefits to result for the community, e.g. copies of reports or documents, training, employment, etc. (see attached fee schedule)

During the consultation process researchers and LBZG/MCBCC will: 

· Ensure the community at large, and the range of stakeholders, is incorporated into the process, e.g. by holding public meetings;

· Explain the codes, guidelines, policies, and other standards to which the researcher adheres, and experiences with implementation in other regions;

· Emphasize the researcher’s intention to respect cultural and legal traditions, and to avoid conducting research on sacred, secret, or confidential areas without express prior informed consent from the community;

· Emphasize the right of communities to not be involved or participate in, and refuse consent for, research activities affecting their land, resources, and knowledge.

The initial consultation process will be facilitated by LBZG/MCBCC staff, in conjunction with researchers, who will make their best effort to coordinate effectively and quickly the process of acquiring prior informed consent, but will respect the  communities’ right to determine the appropriate timeline according to which consultations are undertaken. 

In some cases, written agreements with communities outlining the terms of research collaboration will be required, and in others verbal agreement will be sufficient. 

2. THE RESEARCH PROCESS

While undertaking research, researchers are required to adhere to high standards of behavior, collecting practice, and benefit-sharing.

Researcher behavior 

Researchers are required to behave in a way respectful of local culture and traditions, customary laws, and the integrity of the environment. This will include:

· adherence to local cultural norms and the terms of the prior informed consent (PIC) agreement with communities in conducting interviews and research in villages or surrounding areas; rights to privacy, confidentiality, and anonymity should be respected;

· collection of all garbage and depositing in a suitable site agreed by LBZG/MCBCC and local communities;

· use of only those campsites designated by LBZG/MCBCC and local communities;

· use of only existing fallen wood for making fires;

· avoid disturbance to stream sediments;

· avoid, or minimize, washing with soap in streams and other natural water bodies;

· refrain from eating bushmeat from endangered species;

· avoid sacred and environmentally-sensitive sites unless authorized by LBZG/MCBCC and local communities;

· treat LBZG/MCBCC staff, local communities, and others with respect;

· pay agreed-upon rates for employment, and do not negotiate rates down;

Collections

No more material than is strictly necessary should be collected, with the amount determined and itemized by LBZG/MCBCC in conjunction with researcher. 

Collections should not deplete populations of the biological material collected and should exhibit particular sensitivity in collecting any material used by local people.

Collections should not include any known rare and endangered species unless with the permission of LBZG/MCBCC and MINEF.

Destructive harvesting -  such as removal of roots, bark, bulbs, or whole plants – must be made clear, and done only with the permission of LBZG/MCBCC. Only agreed-upon species, types, and quantities may be removed.

LBZG/MCBCC should be informed of the whereabouts of any rare or endangered species that are found.

Transect cutting may take place only with the approval of LBZG/MCBCC and local communities; if undertaken, researchers should make use of minimally-destructive, alternative transect-establishment techniques. 

A duplicate of all specimens collected, and their label information, must be lodged in the LBZG (MCBCC) Herbarium and the National Herbaria. If only one specimen (unicate) is collected, it remains with LBZG/MCBCC. 

Before plant material is dispatched overseas, the sender/researcher must ensure that all required documents (phytosanitary certificate, certificate of origin, and CITES export permits) are acquired

Benefit-sharing

The object of benefit-sharing is to achieve fairness and equity and to create incentives for the conservation of biological diversity and the sustainable use of its components. During the research process, benefits should be shared with LBZG/MCBCC and local communities (where appropriate). Specific benefits to be shared and a schedule for their disbursement will be identified prior to initiation of the research, during the ‘prior informed consent’ consultation, as described above. Benefits will vary by case and circumstance, and will be included in each Collaborative Research Agreement. An indicative list of benefits that flow from the research process follows:

· Training of LBZG/MCBCC in scientific techniques, use of equipment, methodologies, etc; each project is required to involve at least one LBZG/MCBCC staff member in order to build capacity within the institution;

· Training of local community members;

· Supply of equipment;

· Employment of staff and local community members;

· Transfer of technology such as hardware, soft-ware, and know-how associated with their use;

· Training in information technology and management;

· Supply of interim reports on preliminary findings before leaving the area, publications and written or photographic materials; copies of all reports and publications resulting from research must be shared as soon as they are available with LBZG/MCBCC; where possible, joint authorship of publications with LBZG/MCBCC staff will be encouraged; LBZG/MCBCC must be acknowledged in all publications;

· Provision of an institutional overhead fee as a % of the project budget will be required for larger research projects. The provision of an overhead fee, and calculation of the rate, will be dependent upon the scale and nature of the research project, the status of the researcher – e.g. student or professional, national or international - and other factors. The provision of in-kind and non-monetary benefits can be supplied to off-set the fee.

INDICATIVE OVERHEAD RATES

	Students
	Project budgets below 5 million CFA
	Project budgets 5 – 15 million CFA
	Project budgets 15 – 30 million CFA
	Large, involved research collaborations

	payment for all services and infrastructure, but many at reduced student rates
	payment for all services and infrastructure
	5% overhead + payment for all services and infrastructure
	10% overhead + payment for all services and infrastructure
	20% overhead  + payment for all services and infrastructure


LBZG/MCBCC Contribution to Research

LBZG/MCBCC will provide to researchers a range of services and infrastructure assistance, including:

use of administrative infrastructure (computers, photocopiers, phone, etc.); access to libraries, copies of publications, etc. held by staff; briefings on previous research conducted in the area, ecology, history, and other areas relevant to the research process; use of the nursery facilities; use of the herbarium; vehicles; staff; and housing. All LBZG/MCBCC contributions are detailed in the attached Rate and Fee Schedule, and agreement reached between researchers and LBZG/MCBCC will be detailed in the Collaborative Research Agreement.

3. POST-FIELD RESEARCH FOLLOW-UP

The research relationship does not end with the collection of data and materials in the field. Researchers will continue to hold obligations regarding the disposition of collected material, benefit-sharing, and reporting to LBZG/MCBCC.

Disposition of collected material 

All required documents (phytosanitary certificate, certificate of origin, CITES export permit) must be acquired prior to the dispatch of collected material, and copies lodged with LBZG/MCBCC. 

Duplicate specimens may only be deposited in those institutions agreed to, as part of the prior informed consent process, unless written approval is subsequently received by LBZG/MCBCC.

Researchers may not transfer material or any progeny or derivatives thereof to any third party without the prior informed consent, in writing, of LBZG/MCBCC, and then under a legally binding written agreement containing terms no less restrictive than those contained in the Collaborative Research Agreement, and the Agreement for the Supply of Biological Material.

According to a schedule included in the Collaborative Research Agreement LBZG/MCBCC and local communities (where appropriate) must be updated regularly on the status of data analysis and publication.

Research data – and not only publications – should be shared with LBZG/MCBCC and, where requested, local communities.

Researchers must adhere to restrictions placed on the publication of traditional knowledge.

Continued Benefit-Sharing

Benefits to be shared with LBZG/MCBCC and local communities following field research, and as agreed by researchers and LBZG/MCBCC, might include:

· Copies of publications in French or in English;

· Copies of photographs or slides taken during field research;

· Analysis of data in a manner that is of value to LBZG/MCBCC and local communities;

· Continued supply of publications relevant to LBZG/MCBCC, and assistance with information and networking (including notification of impending conferences and publications of importance to LBZG/MCBCC);

· Transformation of scientific findings into a form useful for education, outreach, and other programs – e.g. educational materials and manuals on the management of useful species for local communities, and field guides for visitors and tourists to the area;

· Summary of the policy implications of research findings to promote the sustainable management and conservation of the species and ecosystems studied.

4. REPORTING, MONITORING, AND EVALUATION

Researchers should update LBZG/MCBCC on the status of the research process, data analysis, publication, and key findings according to an agreed upon schedule. Reports of 1-2 pages, providing an update on activities and any preliminary findings should be submitted every six months until final publications or reports are available.

ANNEX 1. LBZG/MCBCC RESEARCH COLLABORATION

RATE AND FEE SCHEDULE

Herbarium

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES

	National researchers
	50,000 CFA

	International researchers
	100,000 CFA

	National students
	5,000 CFA

	International students
	30,000 CFA

	National collaborating institutional rate (to cover all core staff for institutional work)
	100,000 CFA


ADDITIONAL RATES 
1- Literature search (use of herbarium documentation):

· Cameroonian students will pay 2500 fCFA for annual subscription. In case of occasional use of herbarium literature, students will make a one off payment of 1500 Fcfa. 

· For LBZG hierarchical staff, LBZG researchers, collaborators from the national herbarium and associated researchers on the flora of Cameroon, use of herbarium documentation is free of charge. 

· Other users will pay 1000 Fcfa per consultation. 

2- Identification of plants specimen at least up to the genus level:

· For LBZG researchers, collaborators from the national herbarium and associated researchers on the Cameroon flora, lecturers from the universities of Buea, Dschang, Yaounde and others in some way collaborating with LBZG and undertaking scientific/academic work, this activity is free of charge. 

· Pharmacists, chemists, traditional healers and other medical practitioners: 3000 Fcfa per specimen. 

· Consultants: 3000 Fcfa per specimen for the firsts 20 specimen and 1500 Fcfa per specimen for the remainder. 

· Independents national researchers: 2000 Fcfa per specimen for the first 20 specimens and 1000 Fcfa per specimen for the remainder.

· Foreign students: 2000 Fcfa per specimen for the first 20 specimen and 1000 Fcfa per specimen for the remainder.

· National students with research sponsored by projects, students in chemistry and biochemistry: 1000 Fcfa per specimen for the first 20 specimen and 500 Fcfa per specimen for the remainder.

· National students with no project sponsorship, researchers from MINREST and other civil servants: 500 Fcfa per specimen for the firsts 20 specimen and 250 Fcfa per specimen for the remainder.

· Projects: Based on collaboration with LBZG under MoU.

Nursery

MONTHLY RATES FOR NURSERY GROUND SPACE

Propagator space: Unit space (0.5m x 2.5 m)

Cameroonian students:           





10 000 fCFA

Cameroonian grant sponsored students:  



15 000 fCFA

Foreign students     






20 000 fCFA 

Foreign grant sponsored students 




30 000f CFA

Professional researchers 





40 000 fCFA

Research institutions 






50 000 fCFA

Shaded working table space: Unit space 2m x 2 m 

Cameroonian students:           





10 000fCFA

Cameroonian grant sponsored students:  



15 000 fCFA

Foreign students     






20 000 fCFA 

Foreign grant sponsored students 




30 000f CFA

Professional researchers 





40 000 fCFA

Research institutions 






50 000 fCFA

* Rates include cost of materials, space, staff time, etc.
Vehicles

300 CFA per km or 50,000 CFA per day (whichever is higher). The rates include fuel and driver time, but exclude drivers overnight allowances, which must be paid in addition should a vehicle be kept overnight.

Staff

STAFF RATES

	Senior staff


	50,000+ CFA per day [under discussion]

	Officers
	30,000+ CFA per day [under discussion]



	Assistants


	20,000 CFA per day

	
	


Housing

Visitor accommodation: 5,000 CFA per day

ANNEX 2. LBZG/MCBCC RESEARCH COLLABORATION

FEE SCHEDULE FOR WORK IN COMMUNITIES
LBZG/MCBCC has worked for many years in the Mt Cameroon region, and during this time has formed closing working relationships with many of the local communities. In 1996, the then Mt Cameroon Project developed a ‘Unified System of Charges for Scientists Visiting the Mt Cameroon Project Area’ following consultations, and in agreement with, six villages (Batoke, Ekonjo, Etome, Likombe, Mapanja, and Upper Boando). The result was a unified schedule of payment rates for village porters, libations, and contributions to the Village Development Fund to be paid by visitors – tourists and researchers alike – to these communities. 

In order to update and set appropriate rates for work in local communities, LBZG/MCBCC is undertaking a process of consultation and review with villages and other institutions in the Mt Cameroon area. A working group made up of the Mount Cameroon Project Buea, the Mount Cameroon Project Limbe, the Mount Cameroon Eco-tourism Organization, the Limbe Botanic Garden / Mount Cameroon biodiversity conservation Center. Within this working group, the new charging system was agreed for any involvement of local communities in activities initiated by the LBZG/MCBCC needing communities’ manpower. The system includes the type of client likely to require local communities involvement in field activities, the activities to be undertaken during fieldwork and the contributions expected from institutions and researchers involved. The chart bellow shows the various applicable figures in the Mount Cameroon area as agreed in late 2001.

CHARGING SYSTEM IN THE MOUNT CAMEROON AREA.

	 
	
CLIENT

	Researchers
	Student
	Tourists
	Commercial collectors
	MCP/MCBCC
	Journalists / Sporting Federations
	Government Services
	Others

	 
	
ACTIVITY

	National
	Non-National
	National
	Non-National
	National
	Non-National
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	1
	Guiding
	6,000
	6,000
	6,000
	6,000
	6,000
	6,000
	6,000
	 
	6,000
	6,000
	6,000

	2
	Portering 
	4,000
	4,000
	4,000
	4,000
	4,000
	4,000
	4,000
	4,000
	4,000
	4,000
	4,000

	3
	Clearing 
	4,000
	4,000
	4,000
	4,000
	 
	 
	4,000
	4,000
	4,000
	4,000
	4,000

	4
	Workshops / Conferences
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	5
	Construction Work
	4,000
	4,000
	4,000
	4,000
	4,000
	 
	400
	4,000
	4,000
	4,000
	4,000

	6
	Data collection/Joint Control
	5,000
	5,000
	5,000
	5,000
	5,000
	 
	5,000
	4,000
	5,000
	5,000
	5,000

	7
	Libation
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	see Mt. CEO
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	8
	Village Development Fund 
(1 - 3 days)
	4,000
	8,000
	Free
	4,000
	4,000
	8,000
	20,000
	free
	20,000
	free
	10,000

	 9
	Village Development Fund 
(4 days +)
	5,000
	10,000
	Free
	5,000
	5,000
	10,000
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



LIMBE BOTANIC AND ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS (MOUNT CAMEROON BIODIVERSITY CENTRE)

ELEMENTS OF AGREEMENTS/MEMORANDA OF UNDERSTANDING FOR COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH

[OCTOBER 2001]
Objective of Agreement for Collaborative Research 

The objective of the Collaborative Research Agreements is to ensure that research is conducted in a collaborative manner, and where possible incorporates the research priorities and objectives of LBZG/MCBCC. Research should promote and assist in the conservation of biodiversity and sustainable use of its components, and should not cause damage to biodiversity. The guidelines and agreements seek to ensure that research is conducted in a manner respectful of local traditions and cultures, and that the informed consent of involved stakeholders -  including LBZG/MCBCC, local communities, and the Government of Cameroon - is received prior to initiation of a research program, and that benefits are equitably shared.

This Agreement will be attached to the general Limbe Botanic Garden Policy on Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-Sharing, which outlines the wider objectives and principles which all LBZG (MCBCC) Agreements are intended to serve. This Agreement is also intended to reflect the letter and spirit of the LBZG (MCBCC) Research Guidelines.

1. PRIOR INFORMED CONSENT

Prior to initiating research, researchers must submit an application to LBZG/MCBCC for approval for collaborative research. Researchers must also acquire the informed consent of relevant government ministries [MINREST and MINEF] and local communities (where applicable), as described in the Research Guidelines.

1.1   LBZG/MCBCC 

Research application submitted to LBZG/MCBCC: ____________________ [DATE]

Approved by LBZG/MCBCC:_______________________[DATE]

1.2 GOVERNMENT

Assistance with government permits provided  - YES/NO

Fees paid to LBZG/MCBCC for this service:

Government permits received by researcher

	PERMIT
	PERMIT #
	DATE RECEIVED

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


1.3 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

If appropriate, consultations with local communities will take place in the following communities, in conjunction with LBZG/MCBCC staff, roughly according to the following agreed-upon schedule:

	COMMUNITY
	SCHEDULE FOR CONSULTATIONS

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


2. THE RESEARCH PROCESS

While undertaking research, researchers are required to adhere to high standards of behavior, collecting practice, and benefit-sharing, as detailed in the Research Guidelines.

2.1 Description of collections to be made, and agreed with LBZG/MCBCC:

2.2 Benefits to be shared during the research process

With LBZG/MCBCC

	BENEFITS
	SCHEDULE FOR DELIVERY

	INSTITUTIONAL OVERHEAD
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


With Local Communities (if applicable)

	BENEFITS
	SCHEDULE FOR DELIVERY

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


2.3 LBZG/MCBCC contribution to research
Check as appropriate, and describe:

_____ Use of administrative infrastructure (computers, photocopiers, phone, etc.).

______Access to libraries, copies of publications, etc. held by staff.

______ Briefings on previous research conducted in the area, ecology, history, and other areas relevant to the research process.

_____ Use of the nursery facilities 

DESCRIPTION OF USE AND RATES CHARGED 

_____ Use of the herbarium 

DESCRIPTION OF USE AND RATES CHARGED 

_____ Vehicles (as available)

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED USE AND RATES CHARGED:

_____ Staff 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED COLLABORATION AND RATES CHARGED (may also elaborate in an attached document):

_____ Housing 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED USE AND RATES CHARGED:

3. POST-FIELD RESEARCH FOLLOW-UP

The research relationship does not end with the collection of data and materials in the field. Researchers will continue to hold obligations regarding the disposition of collected material, benefit-sharing, and reporting to LBZG/MCBCC, as detailed in the Research Guidelines.

3.1 Disposition of collected material 

(where will duplicate specimens or biological material be sent or stored, in addition to LBZG/MCBCC):

3.2 Benefits to be shared in the post-research phase

With LBZG/MCBCC

	BENEFITS
	SCHEDULE FOR DELIVERY

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


With Local Communities (if applicable)

	BENEFITS
	SCHEDULE FOR DELIVERY

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


4. REPORTING, MONITORING, AND EVALUATION
Researchers should update LBZG/MCBCC on the status of the research process, data analysis, publication, and key findings according to an agreed upon schedule. Reports of 1-2 pages, providing an update on activities and any preliminary findings should be submitted every six months until final publications or reports are available.

First interim report (6 months after beginning research) is due on:

Second interim report (12 months after beginning research) is due on:

Third interim report (18 months after beginning research) is due on:

[continue with reporting every six months until final report and publications are available]

FINAL report is due on:

5. TERM AND AMENDMENT OF THE RESEARCH AGREEMENT

The research agreement between _______________ and LBZG/MCBCC will be in effect as of _______________, and will remain in effect until_____________.

The mechanism for resolving grievances is as follows: ___________________. Acceptable reasons for breaking this agreement include: _________________, _________________, ______________.

During the course of the research process, the agreement between the researcher and LBZG/MCBCC may be amended through the following process: submission of written request from researcher to the [Research Coordinator], and through Research Coordinator the [Collaborative Research Committee]. 

6. CHOICE OF LAW

This agreement is governed by and shall be construed in accordance with Cameroon law.

Declaration

I understand that by signing here I agree to comply with the conditions above, and those found in Annexes and attached documents (as detailed below).

Signed by:





Signed by:

[RESEARCHER,

TITLE, INSTITUTION,



[DIRECTOR, LBZG/MCBCC] ADDRESS]




Date:






Date:

Signed by: 

[DEPARTMENT HEAD, LBZG/MCBCC]








Date:

Signed by:

[POLICY UNIT COORDINATOR, LBZG/MCBCC]








Date:

ATTACHED DOCUMENTS:

· The LBZG/MCBCC Policy on Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-Sharing
· Other agreements signed in addition to the Research Agreement (to be attached). Check as appropriate:

_______Agreement for the Supply of Biological Material for Non-Commercial Use

_______Agreement for the Acquisition of Biological Material for Non-Commercial Use

_______Agreement for the Supply of Duplicate Herbarium Specimens 

_______Agreement on Conditions for Access to LBZG/MCBCC Databases

_______Agreement for the Loan of Herbarium Specimens

· Any agreements signed between the researcher and local communities, or description of verbal agreements reached (when available)

· Government permits (when available)

· Copy of the Research Application

· Copies of researcher’s institutional policy, and professional society’s codes of ethics and other research guidelines

· Copy of the Research Guidelines

LIMBE BOTANIC AND ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS (MOUNT CAMEROON BIODIVERSITY CENTRE)
Agreement For The Supply Of Biological Material for Non-Commercial Use
Upon receipt of this Agreement, signed by Recipient below, and because Recipient has agreed to comply with the terms and conditions set forth in this Agreement, LBZG/MCBCC will supply to Recipient Biological Material and associated knowledge requested by Recipient as is, in LBZG/MCBCC’s  judgment, reasonable and appropriate.

Such Biological Material and associated knowledge as is supplied to Recipient will be accompanied by a copy of this Agreement, on the reverse of which the Biological Material being supplied (“the Material”) will be itemized in the Notification of Material Transferred.

LBZG/MCBCC, when using its collections, intends to honour the letter and spirit of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), and laws relating to access and benefit-sharing within Cameroon, including those relating to traditional knowledge. 

Biological Material and associated knowledge is supplied on the condition that it is only used for the purpose or purposes agreed with LBZG/MCBCC at the time of application.  Recipients of Biological Material will be deemed to have accepted to the following conditions:

1. Subject to clauses 2 and 3 below, Recipient may use the material, any progeny or derivatives thereof (such as modified or unmodified extracts), and associated knowledge, for non-commercial purposes only.

2. Recipient will provide LBZG/MCBCC, the local community and the Cameroon Government with a fair and equitable share of benefits obtained by the Recipient arising out of any utilisation by the Recipient of the Material or its progeny or derivatives, or associated knowledge, including benefits such as research results and copies of publications (see Section 9. of the LBZG (MCBCC) Policy on Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-Sharing for a list of indicative benefits). In addition, Recipient shall acknowledge LBZG/MCBCC in all research publications resulting from the use of the Material. Access to all biological material and associated data lodged in Recipient Institution and supplied by LBZG/MCBCC will be facilitated for any Cameroonian researcher or student.

3. Recipient may not commercialise (for definition of terms see the attached LBZG (MCBCC) Policy on Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-Sharing) the material, associated knowledge, or any progeny or derivatives thereof.  If at any point in the future Recipient wishes to use the genetic resources or its derivatives for purposes (such as commercial use) other than those allowed by the terms and conditions under which the material was originally acquired, the Recipient must obtain the written permission of LBZG/MCBCC and specify in writing the terms and conditions of use, including fair and equitable benefit sharing as set out in LBZG/MCBCCs policy. Any commercialisation to which LBZG/MCBCC agrees will be subject to a separate agreement between Recipient, LBZG (MCBCC) and the relevant Ministry of the Republic of Cameroon.

4. Recipient may not transfer the material, associated knowledge, or any progeny or derivatives thereof to any third party other than Recipient or LBZG (MCBCC) without the prior informed consent, in writing, of LBZG/MCBCC, and then only under a legally binding written agreement containing terms and conditions no less restrictive than those contained in this Agreement unless otherwise agreed in writing by LBZG/MCBCC.

5. LBZG/MCBCC makes no representation or warranty of any kind, either express or implied: 

· as to the identity, safety, merchantability or fitness for any particular purpose of the Material or its progeny or derivatives or that

· the Material provided to Recipient under this Agreement is or will remain free from any further obligation to obtain prior informed consent from, to share benefits with or to comply with restrictions on use imposed by the Cameroon Government.

Recipient will indemnify LBZG/MCBCC from any and all liability arising out of the Material, its progeny or derivatives and their use.

6.  This Agreement will be subject to review two years after taking effect. In the event of disputes over the use of Material or Associated Knowledge,  Recipient will cease use of supplied Material and Knowledge until the dispute is settled according to agreed criteria.

7.  This Agreement is governed by and shall be construed in accordance with the Republic of Cameroon law.

Declaration
I understand that any Material supplied to me by LBZG/MCBCC pursuant to this Agreement will be subject to, and I agree to comply with, the conditions above.

Signed by:…………….………………………

Signed by:……………………………

[TITLE, AND RESEARCH INSTITUTION
[DIRECTOR, LBZG/MCBCC]

NAME AND ADDRESS]




Date:………………………………….

Date:








Signed by: 








[DEPARTMENT HEAD, LBZG/MCBCC]








Date:

Signed by:

[POLICY UNIT COORDINATOR, LBZG/MCBCC]








Date:

NOTIFICATION OF MATERIAL TRANSFERRED

The following Material is transferred between LBZG/MCBCC and  ________________________  in accordance with the terms and conditions of the Agreement for the Supply  of Biological Material for Non-Commercial Use, between _________________ and _________________, dated _________________________ 200(1).

By signing this Notification of Transfer, LBZG/MCBCC and  ____________________ confirm that the Material has been collected, will be used, and is being transferred in accordance with all applicable laws and regulations, permits, prior informed consents and/or licenses. Copies of permits for Material transferred are attached to this document.

Type of material supplied:

	Date collected
	Description of Material
	Total number
	Collection #
	Collector name

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Purpose for which material is supplied:

SIGNED BY:



DATE:

Name: 

Title:

For and on behalf of [RECIPIENT INSTITUTION]: 

Address of Institution:

SIGNED BY:



DATE:

Name: 

Title:

For and on behalf of LBZG/MCBCC

A signed copy of this document will be forwarded by LBZG/MCBCC with each consignment of Material. Upon receipt of the Material,  _____________________________ will countersign this copy and return it to LBZG/MCBCC as acknowledgement of receipt under the terms of this Agreement.

LIMBE BOTANIC AND ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS (MOUNT CAMEROON BIODIVERSITY CENTRE)
Agreement for Supply Of Duplicate Herbarium and other Preserved Specimens
Cameroon is a signatory of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). In using its collections and associated data, LBZG/MCBCC intends to honour the letter and spirit of these conventions, and other international, regional and national laws and policies concerning the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, access and benefit-sharing, and the protection of traditional knowledge.

If our collections are to be of value to science and conservation, it is essential for LBZG/MCBCC to be actively involved in the distribution and exchange of biological material to other botanical gardens, scientific institutions and individuals throughout the world.

LBZG/MCBCC will supply – as a gift - duplicate herbarium and other preserved specimens to institutions that meet the Criteria for Recipients (Section 6.2 LBZG (MCBCC) Policy on Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-Sharing). Provision of duplicate specimens and associated knowledge is made on the condition that it is used only for non-commercial scientific purposes.

Recipients of an LBZG/MCBCC gift of duplicate specimens and associated data will be deemed to have accepted the following conditions:

1.Recipient may not commercialise (for definition of terms see the LBZG (MCBCC) Policy on Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-Sharing) the material or any progeny or derivatives thereof.  If at any point in the future Recipient wishes to use the Biological Materials and associated knowledge for commercial purposes, the Recipient must obtain the written permission of LBZG/MCBCC and specify in writing the terms and conditions of use, including fair and equitable benefit sharing as set out in LBZG/MCBCCs Policy on Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-Sharing. Any commercialisation to which LBZG/MCBCC agrees will be subject to a separate agreement between Recipient, LBZG (MCBCC) and the Ministry of Environment and Forestry, Republic of Cameroon.

2. Recipient may only transfer herbarium specimens provided by LBZG/MCBCC to institutions that also meet the Criteria for Recipients (Section 6.2 LBZG (MCBCC) Policy on Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-Sharing), and only then for non-commercial scientific purposes, and under an agreement containing terms and conditions no less restrictive than those contained in this Agreement unless otherwise agreed in writing by LBZG/MCBCC. 

3. Any benefits arising from the use of LBZG (MCBCC) duplicate specimens transferred, and associated knowledge, should be shared fairly and equitably with LBZG/MCBCC, local communities, and the Cameroon Government (see Section 9. of the LBZG (MCBCC) Policy on Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-Sharing for a list of indicative benefits). 

4. Recipient shall acknowledge LBZG/MCBCC and Cameroon in all research publications resulting from the use of the Material collected and supplied by LBZG/MCBCC, and will consider LBZG/MCBCC staff who collected the Material as co-authors on publications. LBZG/MCBCC will be informed at an early stage of planned publications, databases, and other products resulting in part or fully from Material and associated knowledge supplied by LBZG/MCBCC, and copies of the final products will be shared with LBZG/MCBCC and other institutions within Cameroon.

5. Access to all specimens and associated data lodged in Recipient institution and supplied by LBZG/MCBCC will be facilitated for any Cameroonian researcher or student.

6. This Agreement will be subject to review two years after taking effect. In the event of disputes over the use of Material or Associated Knowledge, Recipient will cease use of supplied Material and Knowledge until the dispute is settled according to agreed criteria.

7. This Agreement is governed by and shall be construed in accordance with the Republic of Cameroon law.

Declaration
I understand that any Material and associated knowledge supplied to me by LBZG/MCBCC pursuant to this Agreement will be subject to, and I agreed to comply with, the conditions above.

Signed by:…………….………………………

Signed by:……………………………

[TITLE, INSTITUTION
[DIRECTOR, LBZG/MCBCC]

NAME AND ADDRESS]




Date:………………………………….

For and on behalf of RECIPIENT INSTITUTION

Date:








Signed by: 








[DEPARTMENT HEAD, LBZG/MCBCC]








Date:

Signed by:

[POLICY UNIT COORDINATOR, LBZG/MCBCC]








Date:

NOTIFICATION OF MATERIAL TRANSFERRED

The following Material is transferred between LBZG/MCBCC and  ________________________  in accordance with the terms and conditions of the Agreement for the Supply  of Duplicate Herbarium Specimens, dated _________________________ 200(1).

By signing this Notification of Transfer, LBZG/MCBCC and  ____________________ confirm that the Material has been collected, will be used, and is being transferred in accordance with all applicable laws and regulations, permits, prior informed consents and/or licenses.

Type of material supplied:

	Date collected
	Description of Material
	Total number
	Collection #
	Collector name

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Purpose for which material is supplied:

SIGNED BY:



DATE:

Name: 

Title:

For and on behalf of [RECIPIENT INSTITUTION]: 

Address of Institution:

SIGNED BY:



DATE:

Name: 

Title:

For and on behalf of LBZG/MCBCC

A signed copy of this document will be forwarded by LBZG/MCBCC with each consignment of specimens. Upon receipt of the specimens,  _____________________________ will countersign this copy and return it to LBZG/MCBCC as acknowledgement of receipt under the terms of this Agreement.

LIMBE BOTANIC AND ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS (MOUNT CAMEROON BIODIVERSITY CENTRE)
Agreement for Loan Of Herbarium and Other Preserved Specimens
Cameroon is a signatory of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). In using its collections and databases, LBZG/MCBCC intends to honour the letter and spirit of these conventions, and other international, regional and national laws and policies concerning the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, access and benefit-sharing, and the protection of traditional knowledge.

If our collections are to be of value to science and conservation, it is essential for LBZG/MCBCC to be actively involved in the distribution and exchange of biological material to other botanical gardens, scientific institutions and individuals throughout the world.

LBZG/MCBCC will supply herbarium and other preserved specimens, and associated data, on loan to institutions that meet the Criteria for Recipients (Section 6.2 LBZG (MCBCC) Policy on Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-Sharing). Loan is made on the condition that it is used only for non-commercial scientific purposes.  

Recipients of LBZG/MCBCC herbarium specimens and associated data will be deemed to have accepted the following conditions:

1. Loans are made only to approved botanical and research institutions and not to individuals.

2. Loans are made only for a period of 12 months. Application for the extension of loans should be made in writing two months prior the expiration date. 

3. Loans may not be transferred from recipient institution to a third party other than the recipient institution or LBZG/MCBCC without the prior informed consent, in writing, of LBZG/MCBCC, and then under terms no less restrictive than those contained in this Agreement, unless otherwise agreed in writing by LBZG (MCBCC).

4. Loans should be handled with care and should be treated in a manner that will conserve them for future study. Writing, drawing, labels or determinavit labels on the sheet may not be removed, altered or defaced in any way.

5. Dissection and removal of parts should be restricted to taxon specialists, and done in a way that does not reduce the quality of the specimens for future use.

6. All specimens borrowed must be annotated before they are returned. 

7. Any research publications resulting from the use of LBZG/MCBCC collections should acknowledge LBZG/MCBCC as supplier of specimens and associated data and consider LBZG/MCBCC staff as co-authors.

8. Recipient may not use the specimens or associated data for commercial purposes (for the definition of “commercialisation” see the attached LBZG (MCBCC) Policy on Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-Sharing). If at any point in the future recipient wishes to use the specimens or data supplied for commercial purposes, recipient must first obtain the written permission of LBZG/MCBCC. Any proposed commercial use of the specimens or data to which LBZG/MCBCC agrees will be subject to a separate agreement between recipient and LBZG/MCBCC, and subject to approval from the Government of Cameroon.

9. Any benefits arising from the use of loaned specimens should be shared fairly and equitably with LBZG/MCBCC, local communities, and the Cameroon Government (see Section 9. of the LBZG (MCBCC) Policy on Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-Sharing for a list of indicative benefits).

10. Access to all loaned specimens and associated data lodged in Recipient institution and supplied by LBZG/MCBCC will be facilitated for any Cameroonian researcher or student.

11. This Agreement will be subject to review one year after taking effect. In the event of disputes over the use of Material or Associated Knowledge,  Recipient will cease use of supplied Material and Knowledge, and will return it to LBZG (MCBCC), until the dispute is settled according to agreed criteria.

12. This Agreement is governed by and shall be construed in accordance with the Republic of Cameroon law.

Declaration
I understand that any herbarium specimen borrowed from LBZG/MCBCC pursuant to this Agreement will be subject to, and I agree to comply with, the conditions above.

Signed by:…………….………………………

Signed by:……………………………

[TITLE, INSTITUTION
[DIRECTOR, LBZG/MCBCC]

NAME AND ADDRESS]




Date:………………………………….

For and on behalf of RECIPIENT INSTITUTION

Date:








Signed by: 








[DEPARTMENT HEAD, LBZG/MCBCC]








Date:

Signed by:

[POLICY UNIT COORDINATOR, LBZG/MCBCC]








Date:

NOTIFICATION OF MATERIAL TRANSFERRED

The following Material is transferred between LBZG/MCBCC and  ________________________  in accordance with the terms and conditions of the Agreement for the Loan  Herbarium Specimens, dated _________________________ 200(1).

By signing this Notification of Transfer, LBZG/MCBCC and  ____________________ confirm that the Material has been collected, will be used, and is being transferred in accordance with all applicable laws and regulations, permits, prior informed consents and/or licenses.

Type of material supplied:

	Date collected
	Description of Material
	Total number
	Collection #
	Collector name

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Purpose for which material is supplied:

SIGNED BY:



DATE:

Name: 

Title:

For and on behalf of [RECIPIENT INSTITUTION]: 

Address of Institution:

SIGNED BY:



DATE:

Name: 

Title:

For and on behalf of LBZG/MCBCC

A signed copy of this document will be forwarded by LBZG/MCBCC with each consignment of specimens. Upon receipt of the specimens,  _____________________________ will countersign this copy and return it to LBZG/MCBCC as acknowledgement of receipt under the terms of this Agreement.

LIMBE BOTANIC AND ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS (MOUNT CAMEROON BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION CENTRE)

Agreement On Conditions for Access to the LBZG/MCBCC Databases

Cameroon is a signatory of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). In using its collections and databases, LBZG/MCBCC intends to honour the letter and spirit of these conventions, and other international, regional and national laws and policies concerning the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, access and benefit-sharing, and the protection of traditional knowledge.

LBZG/MCBCC has compiled valuable taxonomic and associated data for the South West Province in general, and Mount Cameroon area in particular. This data includes that held within Herbarium, Living Collections, Wildlife, and Socioeconomic databases.  LBZG/MCBCC recognizes the value of sharing data in order to further scientific understanding and promote the conservation of biodiversity in the region. It seeks, therefore, to place only minimum restrictions on the use of this information, but wishes to ensure that this use is in accordance with international and national law, and is done with proper integrity and acknowledgement of the source.

The objective of this Agreement is to define terms and conditions for transparent and effective collaboration between LBZG/MCBCC and individuals and institutions that wish to access LBZG/MCBCC databases. 

1. The data supplied will only be used for the purpose or purposes given in an application letter submitted to LBZG/MCBCC.

2. Recipient will provide LBZG/MCBCC, local communities and the Cameroon Government with fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of any utilisation by the recipient of the data or its derivatives, including benefits such as research results and copies of publications (see Section 9. of the LBZG (MCBCC) Policy on Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-Sharing for a list of indicative benefits). 

3. LBZG/MCBCC and relevant staff will be acknowledged as the source of data in publications, presentations and other output referring to or utilising the data, and the databases will be cited appropriately as a source in texts and bibliographies. LBZG/MCBCC will be given sufficient notice of any planned use of LBZG/MCBCC data in publications or in support of activities involving Third Parties so that permission to use LBZG/MCBCC data may be withheld when such activities are not considered to comply with the objectives of LBZG/MCBCC.

4. Recipient may not use the data for commercial purposes. If at any point in the future recipient wishes to use the data supplied for commercial purposes, recipient must first obtain the written permission of LBZG/MCBCC. Any proposed commercial applications and use of this data to which LBZG/MCBCC agrees will be subject to a separate agreement between recipient and LBZG/MCBCC, and subject to approval from the Government of Cameroon.

5. Recipient may not transfer the data to any third party other than recipient or LBZG/MCBCC without the prior informed consent, in writing, of LBZG/MCBCC and then under a legally binding written agreement containing terms no less restrictive than those contained in this Agreement, unless otherwise agreed in writing by LBZG/MCBCC.

8. This Agreement will be subject to review one year after taking effect. In the event of disputes over the use of Material or Associated Knowledge,  Recipient will cease use of supplied  data until the dispute is settled according to agreed criteria.

9. This Agreement is governed by and shall be construed in accordance with the Republic of    Cameroon law.

Declaration
I understand that any Data supplied to me by LBZG/MCBCC pursuant to this Agreement will be subject to, and I agree to comply with, the conditions above.

Signed by:…………….………………………

Signed by:……………………………

[TITLE, AND RESEARCH INSTITUTION
[DIRECTOR, LBZG/MCBCC]

NAME AND ADDRESS]




Date:………………………………….

Date:








Signed by: 








[DEPARTMENT HEAD, LBZG/MCBCC]








Date:

Signed by:

[POLICY UNIT COORDINATOR, LBZG/MCBCC]








Date:

NOTIFICATION OF DATA AND INFORMATION TRANSFERRED

The following Data and Information is transferred between LBZG/MCBCC and  ________________________  in accordance with the terms and conditions of the Agreement on Conditions for Access to the LBZG/MCBCC Databases, dated _________________________ 200(1).

Type of Data/Information Supplied:

Purpose for which data/information is supplied:

SIGNED BY:



DATE:

Name: 

Title:

For and on behalf of [RECIPIENT INSTITUTION]: 

Address of Institution:

SIGNED BY:



DATE:

Name: 

Title:

For and on behalf of LBZG/MCBCC

LIMBE BOTANIC AND ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS (MOUNT CAMEROON BIODIVERSITY 

CONSERVATION CENTRE)

Agreement for the Acquisition of Biological Material for Non-Commercial Use
LBZG/MCBCC is a semi-autonomous institution whose mission is to provide facilities, information and services to support biodiversity conservation and improve livelihoods in the Mt Cameroon region and beyond.

In their work, LBZG/MCBCC and [COLLABORATOR - NAME OF INSTITUTION SUPPLYING MATERIAL TO LBZG/MCBCC], intend to honour the letter and spirit of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), and other national and international laws on access and benefit-sharing, biodiversity conservation, and protection of traditional knowledge.

1. The objective of this agreement is to ensure that all collections made by [COLLABORATOR] and supplied to LBZG/MCBCC are done according to the best practices outlined in these laws, regulations, and policies.

2. LBZG/MCBCC will only collaborate with, and accept Biological Material from, institutions that meet the Criteria for Suppliers (Section 5.2 LBZG (MCBCC) Policy on Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-Sharing). 

3. LBZG/MCBCC and [COLLABORATOR] will enter into a collaboration in which [COLLABORATOR] supplies LBZG/MCBCC with collections of Biological Material made in the following areas: [PLACE, DIVISION, COUNTRY]. 

4. [COLLABORATOR] will transfer to LBZG/MCBCC Biological Material and associated knowledge, accompanied by this Agreement, on the reverse of which the Biological Material  being supplied (“the Material”) will be itemized in the Notification of Material Transferred. The Material will be transferred pursuant to the terms of this Agreement.

5. The signature of [COLLABORATOR] on this Agreement and Notification of Transfer confirm that:

· [COLLABORATOR] has obtained all necessary permits, prior informed consents and licenses in connection with the acquisition by [COLLABORATOR] of the Material. In addition to acquiring necessary government permits, it is critical that the prior informed consent of local and affected communities has been received.

· [COLLABORATOR] is authorized to acquire and supply the Material to LBZG/MCBCC.

6. LBZG/MCBCC will provide [COLLABORATOR] with a fair and equitable share of benefits obtained by the LBZG/MCBCC arising out of any utilisation by LBZG/MCBCC of the Material or its progeny or Derivatives, or associated knowledge, including benefits such as research results and copies of publications (see Section 9. of the LBZG (MCBCC) Policy on Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-Sharing for a list of indicative benefits). In addition, LBZG/MCBCC shall acknowledge [COLLABORATOR] in all research publications resulting from the use of the Material. Access to Material collected by [COLLABORATOR] and held at LBZG (MCBCC) will be facilitated for all [COLLABORATING INSTITUTION] staff. For collections made outside of Cameroon, access to Material collected from a particular country will be facilitated for all researchers and students from that country.

6. LBZG/MCBCC may not commercialise (for definition of terms see LBZG (MCBCC) Policy on Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-Sharing) the material, associated knowledge, or any progeny or derivatives thereof.  If at any point in the future LBZG/MCBCC wishes to use the genetic resources or its derivatives for purposes other than those allowed by the terms and conditions under which the material was originally acquired (such as commercial use), LBZG/MCBCC will obtain the written permission of [COLLABORATOR] and specify in writing the terms and conditions of use, including fair and equitable benefit sharing as set out in LBZG (MCBCC)s Policy on Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-Sharing.

7. In keeping with standard practice for botanical institutions, LBZG/MCBCC may transfer the Material received from [COLLABORATOR], associated knowledge, or any progeny or derivatives thereof to a third party. Third parties must meet the Criteria for Recipients (Section 5.2 LBZG (MCBCC) Policy on Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-Sharing). The terms of transfer will be no less restrictive than those contained in this Agreement.

8.This Agreement will be subject to review two years after taking effect. In the event of disputes over the use of Material or Associated Knowledge, LBZG (MCBCC) will cease use of supplied Material and Knowledge until the dispute is settled according to agreed criteria.

9. This Agreement is governed by and shall be construed in accordance with the Republic of Cameroon law.

Declaration
I understand that any Material supplied to LBZG/MCBCC pursuant to this Agreement will be subject to, and I agree to comply with, the conditions above.

Signed by:…………….………………………

Signed by:……………………………

[TITLE, AND RESEARCH INSTITUTION
[DIRECTOR, LBZG/MCBCC]

NAME AND ADDRESS]




Date:………………………………….

Date:








Signed by: 








[DEPARTMENT HEAD, LBZG/MCBCC]








Date:

Signed by:

[POLICY UNIT COORDINATOR, LBZG/MCBCC]








Date:

NOTIFICATION OF MATERIAL TRANSFERRED

The following Material is transferred between ________________________ and LBZG/MCBCC in accordance with the terms and conditions of the Agreement for the Acquisition of Biological Material for Non-Commercial Use, between _________________ and _________________, dated _________________________ 200(1).

By signing this Notification of Transfer ____________________ hereby confirms that the Material has been collected and is being transferred to LBZG/MCBCC in accordance with all applicable laws and regulations, permits, prior informed consents and/or licenses.

Type of material supplied:

	Date collected
	Description of Material
	Total number
	Collection #
	Collector name

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Purpose for which material is supplied:

SIGNED BY:



DATE:

Name: 

Title:

For and on behalf of (Name of Collaborating/Supplying Institution): 

Address of Institution:

SIGNED BY:



DATE:

Name: 

Title:

For and on behalf of LBZG/MCBCC

A signed copy of this document will be forwarded to LBZG/MCBCC with each consignment of Material. Upon receipt of the Material, LBZG/MCBCC will countersign this copy and return it as acknowledgement of receipt under the terms of this Agreement.

ANNEX

LIMBE BOTANIC AND ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS (MOUNT CAMEROON BIODIVERSITY CENTRE)
NOTE: *** THIS IS A SAMPLE DOCUMENT TO BE USED BY RECIPIENT INSTITUTIONS TO TRANSFER LBZG(MCBCC) MATERIAL TO THIRD PARTIES, IF THEY DO NOT ALREADY HAVE A COMPARABLE ABS POLICY IN PLACE, AND THEY ARE IN SOME WAY ‘BROKERING’ LBZG(MCBCC) MATERIAL – THAT IS, THIRD PARTIES ARE NOT ENTERING DIRECTLY INTO AGREEMENT WITH LBZG/MCBCC (This grew out of LBZG(MCBCC)’s collaboration with North Carolina Zoo) ***

Agreement For Supply Of LBZG/MCBCC Biological Material for Non-Commercial Use to Third Parties
Upon receipt of this Agreement, signed by Recipient below, and because Recipient has agreed to comply with the terms and conditions set forth in this Agreement, [ORIGINAL RECIPIENT INSTITUION] and LBZG/MCBCC will supply to Recipient with Biological Material and associated knowledge requested by Recipient as is, in LBZG/MCBCC’s judgment, reasonable and appropriate.

Such Biological Material and associated knowledge as is supplied to Recipient will be accompanied by a copy of this Agreement, on the reverse of which the Biological Material being supplied (“the Material”) will be itemized in the Notification of Material Transferred. A copy of the Agreement for the Supply of Biological Material for Non-Commercial Use signed between [ORIGINAL RECIPIENT INSTITUTION] and LBZG/MCBCC will also be attached.

LBZG/MCBCC and [ORIGINAL RECIPIENT INSTITUTION], when using LBZG/MCBCC collections, intend to honour the letter and spirit of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), and laws relating to access and benefit-sharing within Cameroon, including those relating to traditional knowledge. 

Biological Material is supplied on the condition that it is only used for the purpose or purposes agreed with [ORIGINAL RECIPIENT INSTITUTION] and LBZG/MCBCC at the time of application.  Recipients of Biological Material will be deemed to have accepted to the following conditions:

1.Subject to clauses 2 and 3 below, Recipient may use the material and any progeny or derivatives thereof (such as modified or unmodified extracts) for non-commercial purposes only.

2. Recipient will provide LBZG/MCBCC, the local community and the Cameroon Government with a fair and equitable share of benefits obtained by the Recipient arising out of any utilization by the Recipient of the Material or its progeny or Derivatives, including benefits such as research results and copies of publications. In addition, Recipient shall acknowledge LBZG/MCBCC and Cameroon in all research publications resulting from the use of the Material. Access to all Material and associated knowledge housed in Recipient institution and supplied by LBZG (MCBCC) will be facilitated for any Cameroonian researcher or student.

3. Recipient may not commercialize (for definition of terms see the attached LBZG (MCBCC) Policy on Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-Sharing) the material or any progeny or derivatives thereof.  If at any point in the future Recipient wishes to use the genetic resources or its derivatives for purposes other than those allowed by the terms and conditions under which the material was originally acquired (such as commercial use), the Recipient must obtain the written permission of LBZG/MCBCC and specify in writing the terms and conditions of use, including fair and equitable benefit sharing as set out in LBZG/MCBCCs policy. Any commercialisation to which LBZG/MCBCC agrees will be subject to a separate agreement between Recipient, LBZG(MCBCC) and the Ministry of Environment and Forest, Republic of Cameroon.

4. Recipient may not transfer the material or any progeny or derivatives thereof to any third party other than Recipient, [ORIGINAL RECIPIENT INSTITUTION], or LBZG(MCBCC) without the prior informed consent, in writing, of LBZG/MCBCC, and then only under a  legally binding written agreement containing terms and conditions no less restrictive than those contained in this Agreement unless otherwise agreed in writing by LBZG/MCBCC.

5. [ORIGINAL RECIPIENT INSTITUTION] and LBZG/MCBCC makes no representation or warranty of any kind, either express or implied: 

· as to the identity, safety, merchantability or fitness for any particular purpose of the Material or its progeny or derivatives or that

· the Material provided to Recipient under this Agreement is or will remain free from any further obligation to obtain prior informed consent from, to share benefits with or to comply with restrictions on use imposed by the Cameroon Government.

Recipient will indemnify [ORIGINAL RECIPIENT INSTITUTION] and LBZG/MCBCC from any and all liability arising out of the Material, its progeny or derivatives and their use.

6. This Agreement will be subject to review two years after taking effect. In the event of disputes over the use of Material or Associated Knowledge, Recipient will cease use of supplied Material and Knowledge until the dispute is settled according to agreed criteria.

7. This Agreement is governed by and shall be construed in accordance with the Republic of Cameroon law. [MAY SUBSTITUTE LAW OF ORIGINAL RECIPIENT INSTITUTION, IF DEEMED APPROPRIATE – SHOULD BE DECIDED ON A CASE BASIS]

Declaration
I understand that any Material supplied to me by [ORIGINAL RECIPIENT INSTITUTION] and LBZG/MCBCC pursuant to this Agreement will be subject to, and I agree to comply with, the conditions above.

Signed by:…………….………………………

Signed by:……………………………

[TITLE, NAME OF RESEARCH INSTITUTION]
For and on behalf of [ORIGINAL RECIPIENT INSTITUTION]

[INSTITUTION ADDRESS]
Date:………………………………….

Date:








Signed by: 








[DEPARTMENT HEAD, LBZG/MCBCC]








Date:

Signed by:

[POLICY UNIT HEAD, LBZG/MCBCC]








Date:

Signed by:








[DIRECTOR, LBZG/MCBCC]








Date:

NOTIFICATION OF MATERIAL TRANSFERRED

The following Material is transferred between [ORIGINAL RECIPIENT INSTITUTION] and  ________________________  in accordance with the terms and conditions of the Agreement for the Supply  of Biological Material for Non-Commercial Use, between _________________ and _________________, dated _________________________ 200(1).

By signing this Notification of Transfer, [ORIGINAL RECIPIENT INSTITUTION] and  ____________________ confirm that the Material has been collected, will be used, and is being transferred in accordance with all applicable laws and regulations, permits, prior informed consents and/or licenses.

Type of material supplied:

	Date collected
	Description of Material
	Total number
	Collection #
	Collector name

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Purpose for which material is supplied:

SIGNED BY:



DATE:

Name: 

Title:

For and on behalf of [RECIPIENT INSTITUTION]: 

Address of Institution:

SIGNED BY:



DATE:

Name: 

Title:

For and on behalf of [ORIGINAL RECIPIENT INSTITUTION]

A signed copy of this document will be forwarded by [ORIGINAL RECIPIENT INSTITUTION] with each consignment of Material. Upon receipt of the Material,  _____________________________ will countersign this copy and return it to ORIGINAL RECIPIENT INSTITUTION (which will send a copy to LBZG/MCBCC) as acknowledgement of receipt under the terms of this Agreement.




THE LIMBE BOTANIC AND ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS POLICY ON ACCESS TO GENETIC RESOURCES AND BENEFIT-SHARING





NOVEMBER 2001








Limbe Botanic and Zoological Gardens
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Limbe, South West Province
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