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Policy on the Convention on Biological Diversity

The Convention on Biological Diversity was created in June 1992 at the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil and signed there by 150 nations. Since then, over 170 states have ratified the Convention, and it came into force on 29 December 1993.It now carries the authority of an international treaty.

The Convention has three broad objectives. The first is to conserve biological diversity; the second is to encourage the sustainable use of biological diversity; the third is to ensure the equitable sharing of the benefits of biological diversity, particularly genetic resources.

The Convention does not detail any specific implementation to achieve these goals, but leaves individual countries to decide programs and legislation.

It is the policy of Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden in all its activities to abide by the spirit of the Convention on Biological Diversity. To comply with the Convention, Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden: 

· recognizes the sovereign rights of States over their biological resources, their authority to determine access to such resources through national legislation, and the right of all peoples and nations to share in wealth created from their biological resources;

· requires its staff to make reasonable and sincere efforts to be aware of and comply with all national and international permitting, reporting and other regulations that govern the conservation, study and use of biological diversity in the countries in which we have programs;

· requires its staff to follow reasonable procedures that minimize adverse impacts on biological diversity including the safe handling any exotic or genetically modified plants;

· participates in the scientific study of the components of biological diversity including ecosystems, communities, species, and genomes;

· participates in the conservation of biological diversity in its original setting and function, and supports the conservation of biological diversity outside their natural habitats as a complement to conserving biological diversity in natural habitat;

· participates in biodiversity education including public programs, technical training, and technology transfer on the sustainable use and conservation of biological diversity;

· shares the information on biological diversity which Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden itself possesses, by scientific communication, education, and access to its collections;

· participates in efforts to increase the human and institutional capacity of less developed countries to implement sound biological diversity conservation and sustainable use practices.
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