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Policy on Exchange of Biological Material

Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden (FTBG) complies with and supports the Convention on Biological Diversity.  The Convention on Biological Diversity has three broad goals: to conserve biological diversity; to encourage sustainable use of biological diversity; and to ensure equitable sharing of benefits of biological diversity, particularly genetic resources.

FTBG participates in the exchange of biological material to promote the conservation, use, study, understanding, and enjoyment of plants.

It is FTBG policy to exchange biological material only in a manner that respects the goals of the Convention on Biological Diversity.  To implement this policy FTBG:

· will not knowingly accept biological material1 that was obtained from a source country2 or stakeholder3 in violation of FTBG’s Policy on the Convention on Biological Diversity or Collection Policy;

· will not knowingly accept biological material that was obtained in a manner that damaged or disrupted biological diversity in the source country;

· will not knowingly accept biological material that poses a known or probable risk of adverse impacts on the biological diversity of the United States, except for a specific research or educational need that cannot otherwise be met.

· will not knowingly accept biological material without a reasonable and sincere effort to seek documentation that the material was obtained in a manner consistent with Fairchild Tropical Garden’s collection policy.

· will not supply biological material without reasonable assurance that this material, and any progeny or derivatives of this material, will be used in a manner consistent with FTBG’s policy on the Convention on Biological Diversity.

· will not supply biological material without reasonable assurance from the recipient that any benefits arising from this material, or benefits arising from any progeny or any derivatives of this material, will be shared4 in a fair and equitable manner with FTBG and/or stakeholders.

1 Biological material includes plants, plant parts, or propagation material (seeds, cutting, roots, bulbs, corms, or leaves), fungi or fungal material, and any other material of plant, animal, fungal, microbial, or other origin and the genetic resources they contain.  Genetic resources are any biological material of actual or potential value containing functional units of heredity, including DNA.

2 Source country is defined as the country from which the biological material was originally collected in the wild or under traditional cultivation. 

3 Stakeholder is defined as a person such as a landowner, or a group of people such as indigenous people, or an organization such as a relevant department of government or non-government organization that have direct and historical linkages to the biological material in its center of origin.

4 Sharing benefits may include non-monetary and/or monetary benefits, such as the exchange of scientific information and data, joint research projects and publications, access to and exchange of scientific collections, transfer of technology and technological expertise, collaborative institutional partnerships, and, in the case of commercialization, monetary benefits such as royalties.
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