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Using the rich international experience and some important documents such as Botanical Gardens Conservation Strategy, prepared and published by Botanic Gardens Conservation International, the Convention on Biological Diversity, the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, the Council of Russian Botanical Gardens worked out the national Russian Botanical Gardens Conservation Strategy on Biological Diversity. It was distributed to all Botanical Gardens, which went it through and made their proposals. This Strategy was launched at the International Conference “The Role of Botanical Gardens in Biological Plant Conservation”, which was held in May 2002 in Moscow. The Strategy was published in 2003.

Botanical Gardens in former Soviet Union and now in Russia play major role in science, horticulture and education. They have also become importance centres for biodiversity conservation, playing a role in integrating conservation and development. There are about 90 Botanical Gardens in Russia and they do their best in situ and ex situ conservation. They have rich collection of plants. For example, after the 60-years history the collection of the Main Botanical Garden consists of 17.000 taxa; more than 11.000 species, forms and varieties and about 6.000 sorts and cultivars. Many Botanical Gardens have their own collections of rare and endangered plant species.

The activity of Botanical Gardens in Russia is  cordinated  by  6 regional branches of the Russian Council of Botanical Gardens.

Botanical Gardens perform an important roles in conservation. They are the primary institutions involved nationally in the research, collection, maintenance and conservation of wild plant species. They make a lot in organization of the areas need and have special protection. For example, the Main Botanical Garden and the Botanical Garden of Moscow University have made the throughout exploration of Moscow region for finding out such places. This list consists of 99 botanical objects, which called “Wild objects protected and those in which protection is needed”.

Ural Botanical Gardens are active in situ conservation, maintaining and managing nature reserves, areas of natural vegetation. There are about 1.500 protected areas in Ural. They are working closely with managers of national parks and some areas with forestry genetical reseuses.

In Ufa Botanical Garden some investigation of wild distribution of Rhadiola iremelica are made.

The analysis made in Siberian Botanical Garden showed that 53% of rare and endangered species are conserved in protected areas, and 47% maintained in the Botanical Gardens. 

Botanic Gardens play a central role in Ex situ conservation of wild plants. They have the facilities and staff expertise in botany and horticulture to guarantee an insurance policy against plant extinction.At the beginning of 80th years there were 1.117 species needed to be protected. It was half of all endangered plants counted in countries of FSU at that time.

Among 400 rare species in the first edition of Russian Red Book, 274 species are represented at the Botanical Garden.

Today the collection of rare and endangered species of the Main Botanical Garden consists of 282 taxa, most of which originated from the Far East and Caucasus.

Ex situ conservation can include the maintenance of samples of whole individuals, as well as tissue cultures. At the Main Botanical Garden we have some good results with propagation in vitro of ochides, such as Coeloglossum viride, Cremastra variabilis, Oreorchis patens.

The analysis of rare collection in Komy, which made at the Botanical Garden of Biological Institute showed that all species belong to the following groups: 25 - from Middle Asia, 12 - from Far East, 19 - from Caucasus and Crimea, 35 - native Komy species.

The collection of rare species of Jakutia is rather big and represented in the Botanical Garden of Jakutskiy University. Here some introduced population of Thermopsis jacutica, Liliiim pen-sylvanicum, Iris laevigata are created. The active work has been made in reintroduction and restoration into damaged habitats as a part of ecosystem management.

Russian Botanical Gardens are also active in reintroduction or habitat restoration and have genetically suitable material for biodiversity conservation. At the Main Botanical Garden the work has been made to establish stable populations of rare species in the middle part of Russia. This work has been done in Tulskiy region (Jasnaia Poliana). As a result some biological fitures of propagation for Iris pseudacorus, Polygonum bistorta, Trollius europaeus, Caltha palustris were found.

Sakhalinskiy Botanical Garden made its contribution to the habitat restoration of some rare species of Lonicera and Rhododendron.

So, Botanical Gardens in Russia participate in programmes aimed at conserving species diversity in situ, including species recovery programmes habitat restoration, the management of plant populations and ecosystems. They also develop and undertake planned programmes for the conservation of biodiversity ex situ, giving preference to plant species that are indigenous to their own region. We support the implementation of species recovery pro-grammes and in situ conservation for appropriate reintroduction and other recovery projects.
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